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“Like A Flint” 


Thirty-odd years ago two young men graduated 
from one of our Southern High Schools. They 
were in the same class, came from the same social 
and economic background. They played on the 
same baseball team and got about the same grades 
in their class work. They both were Church mem- 
bers and attended Sunday School. 

Today one of these men is a beloved minister 
in our Church, a man God has used in a special 
way as a personal worker. and soul winner. The 
other man, the last we heard of him, had just 
been dismissed from his position as salesman in 


a liquor store because of excessive drinking on . 


his part. 


Why this great difference in the lives of these — 


two men? Christian character is the answer. The 
‘first, as a boy, set his face like a flint to follow 
Christ, the second drifted with the tide. 

Christian character means hardness; the right 
kind of hardness. Paul wrote to the young man, 
Timothy, “Thou therefore .my son, endure hard- 
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.’”’ But, Paul 
did not stop his admonition there; he continued, 
“No man that warreth entangleth himself with 
the affairs of this life; that he may please him 
who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”’ 


The Christian who seeks to float with the tide 


will not, develop spiritual strength; it is the 
man who sets his face like a flint to swim against 


the tide of doubt and unbelief who will develop 
strength to overcome and who, under God’s hand 
will be used to win others to Him. 

The tendency of recent years, at least, has 
been to, in Increasing measure, and with ever less 
concealment of design, tear down that stalwart 
faith in God and His Word which makes spiritual 
giants. God has spoken, we are told, but His 
message is warped and handicapped by the human 
instruments thru which He spoke and we are sure 
of the general principles only, and even then they 
are open to various interpretations. Little wonder 
that today the Church, as a whole, is so powerless 
in its main work of saving the lost, and so active 
in social, economic and political reforms. 

In our editorial entitled ‘“‘Why?’, in the first 
issue of the Journal last May, we said “We are 
unwilling to admit that a man has the right, in 
‘interpreting’ the facts of Scripture, to eliminate 


them from the realm of fact and place them in 


the category of fiction or error. This is not in- 
terpretation but presumption at its worst.” 

To this position we again affirm our unyielding 

pport. Let us, as members of a Church peculiarly 
blessed and used of God, but in which there are 
unquestionable evidences of willingness to float 
with the tide; let us, we plead, set our faces like 
flints to stand for the inerrency of the Scrip- 
tures. Let our position be that of Paul of old who 
said, “Let God be true, but every man a liar.” 
Rom. 3:4. —L.N.B. 


Liaison With God 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* | 


The war has brought a new word into our vo- 
cabulary, a word that is being greeted with numer- 
ous pronunciations. Liaison means contact. A 


liaison officer keeps the troops in contact with 


the commanding officer by means of telephone, 
code, radio, etc. In case the navy, air forces, tank, 
artillery, and infantry are cooperating in a task 
foree the work of liaison is truly complicated. 
Dr. John Richardson has taken this same word, 
liaison, for an excellent little periodical which 
keeps the soldiers in contact with the Church and 
the Home. The most momentous use one can make 
of the term is to describe our relationship to God, 
for after all this is the primary relationship and 


the one upon which every other relation is built. 


I. The Liaison Established 
By The Creator. 


When God made man He endowed him with 


knowledge, righteousness, holiness and dominion 
over the other creatures. As God made him, man 
was. God’s offspring, created in God’s image 
thats might live in fellowship with and obedience 
to God. Thus could he think God’s thoughts after 


Him, and re-interpret the universe which the 


Creator had pre-interpreted. When God walked 
in the garden, Adam came to share His fellowship 
and God rejoiced in the holy human pair, the 
crown of His creation. If man had continued in 
obedience to his Maker, this blessed liaison would 

ve been made permanent, and the Holy City 


would have blessed this planet with its heavenly 


light. 


‘II. Liaison Ruptured By 
Man’s Sin. 


However, an act of man breached this blessed 
harmony. By his own act of disobedience to God’s 
revealed will man forfeited peace and fellowship. 
with God. Sin alienated man from God. The third 
chapter of Genesis graphically portrays the double 
change which took place. The first change re- 
corded is a change in man. Such a sense of shame 
and guilt filled his breast that he sought to cover 
himself with fig-leaves and to avoid the eye of 
his Holy Maker. Smitten by sin, man fled and 
hid himself from the presence of God amid the 
trees of the garden. | 


But the change in man was not the only change. 
Man not only sought to evade the presence of 
God; God drove out the man and placed the 
cherubim with a flaming sword to keep man from 
returning to Him in whose presence there is ful- 
ness of life. Thus we have a double change, a 
change of man’s disposition toward God and a 
change of his relationship to God; and a double 
opposition, man’s guilty opposition to God and 
God’s holy opposition to man. Liaison has been 
broken, a state of enmity has replaced the garden 
of peace. War has been declared. Man is driven 
from the face of the Lord. First man disobeyed 


and hid from God, then God placed a veto against 


man’s returning should he so desire. 
In this condition no peace can ensue upon a 


mere change in man. Sin is not merely an illusion; 


guilt is not just. an error in human thinking; the 
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righteous indignation of God is not a mere figment 
of human imagination; ‘‘that God possesses and 
exercises penal justice is a central idea of the 
faith of the Bible.’”’ Even pagan religions recog- 
nize that sin has alienated man from God and 
that something must be done to remove this 
estrangement. Only magic and ethnic religions 
teach that man must take the initiative and ac- 
complish the reconciling process. A religion that 
declares man needs to be covered from the wrath 
of his Maker has not probed deeply enough man’s 
desperate need. The half has not been told. Man 
must make expiation for his sins, but he cannot. 
Only God can. Herein is Christianity “the anti- 
podes of all cults\of human elaboration.”’ 


III. Liaison Re-established 
By Redemption. | 
The gate of re-access to God must be opened 
by Himself, otherwise we are undone. “The throne 
of the One and only Potentate can never be scaled 
by creaturely titans, be their crests ever so tower- 
ing.”’ 


“God giveth no man quarter, 

Yet God a means hath found, 
Though faith and hope have vanished, 

And even love grows dim, 

A means whereby His banished 

Be not expelled from Him.”’ 

All things are of God, reconciliation as truly as 
creation. In Christ God did for us what we could 
not do for ourselves and what we cannot do without. 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. 

The third of Genesis describes the two awful 
changes that broke liaison with God, the third of 
John describes the two blessed “musts”? by which 
God re-establishes liaison, by which through Christ 
the Father receives a lost sinner as a forgiven son. 
As there are two changes in Genesis, so Jesus tells 
Nicodemus that he needs two things to bring him 
back to God, an earthly and a heavenly change 
(III.12). “Ye must be born again.” “The Son of 
Man must be lifted up.”’ 


The first need dealt with in John III is the 
first change noted in Genesis III. There man 
changed, here man must be changed, born again. 
This blessed change is wrought by the Holy Spirit, 
taking away the heart of stone and putting in a 
heart of flesh. As the Holy Spirit sheds abroad 
the love of God in a sinner’s heart, that heart 
turns in faith to God in Christ as certainly as the 
sunflower turns to the sun. The new nature 
comes to the Saviour as freely as the hurt child 
runs to his mother. “No man can come unto me 
except the Father which sent me draw him, and 
he that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast 
out.”’ 
This change which is first mentioned in John 
III is immediately connected by the Master with 
another change, another need. As the Holy Spirit 
deals with the earthly thing, the need of the 
human heart, so the Son deals with the heaveniy 
thing, the objective relationship. This need is 
not met by a rebirth in man, but by a Cross 
endured for man. As. Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so, God’s gift, the Son 
of Man, came down from heaven that He might 
be lifted up and made sin for sinners, that those 
who believe might escape the judgment due to 


them for sin. He was delivered up for our offenses, 
to die our death, to bear our sins in His own body 
on the tree. 


There is an old story that King Zaleucis of the 


.Locrians passed a law that anyone guilty of a 


certain grave offense should have both his eyes 
put out. One of the first offenders convicted 
was the king’s own son. If Zaleucis were only q 
father he could forgive and forget. If he were 
only a king he could inflict and forget. He was 
a father and loved his son; he was a king and 
must do justice. Zaleucis solved the problem by 
having one of his own eyes and one of his son’s eyes 
put out. Ever after the eyeless socket in the king’s 
face testified to every observer both the greatness 
of the father’s love and the sacredness of the 
king’s law and justice. Of course, the analogy is 
not perfect. God, in the person of His Son, took 
our whole penalty and the stigmata of His passion 
attest to the universe His love and His justice. 


“The Eternal Life, His life down laid, — 
Such was the wondrous plan; 

And God, the blessed God, was made 
A curse for cursed man.”’ 


The older evangelists used to illustrate what 
we have called liaison by two chairs. First the 
chairs are placed facing one another. Man as 
God made him enjoyed blessed communion and 
fellowship with his Maker. Man turned himself 
away from God, then because of sin God turned 
His face from man, put man away from His 
favour and fellowship. The chairs are reversed, 
stand back to back. Two changes are needed to 
bring them again into accord. The change in 
heavenly things, a change of status or relation- 
ship, a change objective to man, is called in the 
Bible reconciliation. The change in earthly things, 
in man’s heart and disposition so that he will re- 
ceive the atonement, believe on the_ uplifted 
Christ, is called regeneration. God is the active 
subject in making both of the changes. He ‘turns 
one chair around by the gift of His only begotten 
Son to die for us men and for our salvation. We 


ure reconciled to God by the death of His Son. 


Then, God turns the other chair around by the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to quicken our sin-deadened 
hearts. Man’s sin was the cause of separation, 
God’s great love at immeasurable cost, accomn- 
plishes the changes which bring us _ back _§into 
liaison with Himself. And the blessed Gospel 
which describes God’s whole work of redemption 
is nigh us, in our mouths and in our hearts. It is 
the golden text of the Bible: For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. 3 


*Professor in Columbia Theological Seminary, | 


Decatur, Ga. 


How sadly prone are men to call things by false 
names! Today, “Worldliness” is “being abreast of 
the age’; false doctrine is described as ‘Advanced 
thought.” Indifference to truth is liberality, heresy 
is breadth of view. Yet names do not alter things. 
Call garlic perfume, and it remains a rank odour. 


Style the fiend an angel of light, and he is none 


the less a devil. Sin, call it by what names you 
may, is still evil, only evil, and that continually. 
—Spurgeon:: 
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Sovereignty And Freedom 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D.* 


The year of our Lord 1943 reminds Presbyte- 
rians of that notable gathering 300 years ago 
when the formulation of the Westminster symbols 
of the faith was begun. During this tercentenary 
of that momentous assembly, and by way of me- 
morializing it, a presentation of its central doc- 
trine should be quite appropriate. The quotation 
which immediately springs to mind is, “The Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.’”’ Here is the heart of 
Calvinism. 

When the mind deals with the matter of Sov- 
ereignty and Freedom, it may easily get beyond 
its depth. Pope’s famous lines are pertinent: 


“A little learning is a dangerous thing; 

Drink deep or touch not the Pierian spring: 
The shallow draughts intoxicate the brain; 
But drinking deeper sobers us again.” 


In addition to the reason noted, I propose to hand 
to The Journal several papers touching the above 
title, because the problem involved is as vital as 
it is difficult—which pays quite a compliment to 
its vitality. These articles may serve also to 
strengthen the backbone of some, who while still 
loyal, confess at heart that to be Presbyterian re- 
quires believing things that are not so! 


Now, without any endorsement of the system 
of that master of philosophers (Hegel maintained 
that it is, “Either Spinozism or no philosophy,’’) 
let me cite similarities as between the master 
Theologian, Calvin, and the ardent Determinist, 
Spinoza. (I shall refer to the Westminster As- 
sembly’s digest, rather than to the Institutes di- 
rect). For in each of these minds the two appar- 


ently parallel lines are made to meet. I quote first — 


from Spinoza’s “Ethics”: 

“In nature there is nothing contingent, but all 
things are determined from the necessity of the 
manner.” And, “The mind understands all things 
to be necessary and determined by an _ infinite 
chain of causes to existence and the action.’”’ Fur- 
ther, “The universal laws of nature, according to 
which al] things exist and are determined, are only 
another name for the eternal decrees of God, 
which always involve eternal truth and necessity.” 
(This is not disparate to Calvinism!) But again, 
“To say that everything happens according to 
natural law, and to say that everything is ordain- 
ed by the decree and ordinance of God, is the 


same thing.”?’ And in connection with his discourses | 


on the Hebrew nation, Spinoza remarks: “None 
can do aught save by the predetermined order of 
nature, that is, by God’s eternal order and de- 
cree ... none can choose a plan of life for him- 
self or accomplish any work save by God’s voca- 
tion, choosing him for the work or the plan of 
life in question rather than any other.” In this 
connection it is of interest to note that “fortune“ 
ls “the ordinance of God in so far as it directs 
human life through external and unexpected 
means!” And once more we read this gem: “Mean- 
while I know (and this gives me the greatest sat- 
isfaction and peace of mind) that all things come 
to pass as they do by the power of the most per- 
fect Being, and his immutable decree.” (A West- 
minster divine could hardly wish for more on the 
score of clarity!) 


_ Now, by the side of these quotations let us place 
Calvinistic excerpts: ‘“‘The decrees of God are, His 
eternal purpose, according to the counsel of His 
will, whereby, for His own glory, He hath fore- 


ordained whatsoever comes to pass.” Also, “‘God’s 
works of providence are, His most holy, wise, and 


powerful preserving, and governing all His crea- 
tures, and all their actions.” And the Larger 
Catechism adds to the Shorter: “ ... From all 
eternity, He hath, for His own glory, unchange- 
ably foreordained whatsoever comes to pass in 
time, especially concerning angels and men.” 


From the foregoing, we see that a Calvinist will 
not gainsay Spinoza merely on the basis of. his 
determinism. In addition now, let me say, that he 
who runs may read that the question is not whe- 
ther or not such a system, be it rooted in Cal- 
vinism or Spinozism, jeopardizes freedom: the 
issue involved is the very idea of freedom. Noth- 


ing short of apodeixis will suffice here. 


In doctrinal parlance, this then is the much de- 
bated and often reprobated, Divine Sovereignty 
and Free Moral Agency. And it is a sad fact that 
so many so-called Calvinists, facing the phenom- 
enal paradox with all too scant appreciation both 
of the problem itself and of that which it entails, 
abandon it completely as an untenable even though 
thoroughly and demonstrably Scriptural position. 


It will be proper to inject a word here concern- 
ing the gulf that separates the Calvinistic system 
from that of Spinoza. Calvin’s determinism origi- 
nates in an extra-mundane, transcendental — 
ereign Person, in whose plan all His creatures 
all their actions have integral part, unto that 


...One far-off Divine event 
To which the whole creation moves.” 


Spinoza’s determinism on the other hand is that 
of universal impersonal law of Nature which has 
no plan nor purpose, being a self-centered and 
self-determining Whole, the parts of which are 
“parts” only by way of concession to limited hu- 
man understanding. 

Practical freedom, as indicated above, we have, 
and Spinoza had: philosophic freedom is our con- 
cern now. If there be demonstrable freedom in a 
Calvinistic world, there can hardly be any great 
violence done to thought in reconciling the two. 
antipodes in the world of Spinoza. None can doubt 
that the Bible, and consequently Calvinism, 
stresses foreordination, which is tantamount to 
determinism. “Known unto God are all His works 
from the beginning of the world.” If therefore 
it can be shown that the decree of God, or fore- 
ordination, is anywhere, in regard to any person, 
a reality which does not negate such person’s free- 
dom, the case in conclusive. As a matter of fact 
there are many illustrations of this very thing in 
the Bible, which is the basis of Calvinistic deter- 
minism, and a Book at whatever evaluation, coh- 
taining credible historical data. 

Either God is sovereign and man is free; or, 
God is sovereign and man is not accountable; or, | 
God is a figurehead and man is master absolute 
of his fate; or (the opposite extreme) man is at 


the mercy of the fluctuations of chance. The last 


two positions are unreasonable; the second is ir- 


r.1943 | Page 5 | 
fenses, 
nN body 
of the 
of a : 
IS eyes 
nvicted 
only a 
e were 
g and | 
em by | 
eyes 
king’s 
eatness 
of the 
logy is 
, took 
passion 
| 
what 
st the 
an as 
n and 
imself 3 
turned 
m His 
ersed, 
ded to 
ge in | 
lation- | 
in the | 
hings, 
ill re- 
plifted 
active 
turns 4 
rotten 
n. We 
; Son. 
the 
dened 
ation, 
ccom- 
into 
ospel 
nption 
loved 
sh but 
inary, | 
false 
ast of 
anced 
leresy 
ings. 7 
ydour. 
none 
s you 
ually. 


Page 6 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Mar. 1943 


reconcilable with consciousness and practice; the 
first, maugre its difficulty, is the best alternative: 
it is that of the Calvinist, and after a fashion, the 
Spinozist. It is most illuminating that ‘‘no heretical 
sect of mankind has ever held these two: God’s 
Sovereignty and Man’s freedom.’”’ Here let us 
turn to the Scriptures. 

I call attention to the fact that over and over 
again in the sacred story there are cases of Divine 
Sovereignty which make no interference with hu- 
man accountability and freedom. Thus, if any one 
fact in the record is foreordained, it is the cruci- 
fixion of the Lord. I shall not take time to cite 
quotations. He was the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world. But the same Book also 
equally insists and indicates that the agents and 
forces combining to effect that supreme purpose 
of God were free and contingent. It is simvly 
common sense to say that Pilate and the Jewish 
rabble and the actual executors were consciously 
and demonstrably free. Again there is the case of 
God’s certification to Abraham that his seed should 
sojourn in Egypt. But the concatenation of mul- 
titudinous events and agents, involving the envy 
. of Joseph’s brethren, his sale, his rise to power in 
Egypt, the trek to Goshen—these cannot be other- 
wise construed than as free agents and contingent 
movements and events. To suppose otherwise is 
absurd. 

I select now one outstanding illustration: it re- 
gards Babylon. It is noted: by Rice in his “God 
Sovereign and Man Free. “The burden of Baby- 
lon ... the hosts of battle ... come from a 
far country. I will stir up the Medes against 
them ... And Babylon, the glory of the nations, 
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrah .. .” And again, “Every purpose of the 
Lord shall be performed against Babylon.” And 
again, “I will rise up ... and cut off Baby- 
lon ... and I will sweep it with the besom of de- 
struction” “. . . Saith of Cyrus, he is my shep- 
herd...” (The hypothesis of a late date for all 
of, these loci cannot be substantiated: there is in 
some cases plausibility, I do not say truth, in the 
theory of vaticinium post eventum). Here then we 
find an innumerable number of contingencies, pos- 
sibilities, agencies, persons, words, and works, re- 
lated directly and indirectly to the capture of 
Babylon, the forces which effected the same, the 
king who directed them, the return of Israel from 
Babylon, under the free decree of Cyrus. Surely 
none can properly maintain dubiety touching the 
foreordination of these great factors involving so 
many tributaries. So that, either we must conclude 
that “that the doctrine of Divine Decrees and Free 
Agency are perfectly consistent, or that all the 
persons by whose instrumentality these events 
were brought to pass, were deprived of their free 


agency and accountabilitv.” And the further con- 


clusion is “if God’s election of Cyrus to fulfil His 
purposes relative to the Jews did not interfere 
with the free agency of Cyrus, the election of any 
other man or number of men to fulfil any other 
Divine purpose, would leave them as free as 
Cyrus. 99 

Here accordingly, is a most interesting situa- 
tion: neither the Decrees of God nor Determinism 
interfere with free agency. What applies against 
the one applies with equal] force against the other: 
what is favorable to the former is not unfavor- 
able to the latter. Hence the great difficulties in 
these premisses lie not in the points in which Spi- 
noza and Calvin differ, but in those articles 
wherein they agree! Spinoza is in a very real sense 


not contrary to Calvin: he fights by the side of 
the great Reformer—a fact as significant as it js 
interesting. | 

This much relates the rather to the that of our 
problem. As to the how, neither Calvin not Spi- 
noza can presume to explain: and since the Bible 
does not reveal, reason cannot demand too much. 
Before we advert to this, however, let me quote a 
bit more from Spinoza. — 

“T should have done much better if ... I had 
replied in the words of Decartes, saying that we 
cannot know how our liberty, and whatever de. 
pends on it, agrees with the foresight and freedom 
of God, so that we can find nothing in the crea- 


tion of God inconsistent with our liberty, since 


we are unable to understand in what way God 
created things and how He preserves them.” 
Again: “If the nature of God is known to us, then 
the assertion that God exists follows as necessarily 
from the nature of our own nature as it follows, 
from the nature of a triangle ... And yet we are 
never more free than when we assert a thing in 
this way. But since this necessity is nothing else 
than the decree of God ... it may to a certain 
extent be understood how we do something freely, 
and are the cause of it, notwithstanding the fact 
that we do it necessarily, and according to the 
decree of God. This is to say, we can understand 
to a certain extent, when we affirm something 
which we clearly and distinctly perceive; but when 
we assert something which we do not clearly and 
distinctly perceive (grasp), that is, when we suffer 
our will to roam beyond the limits of our under- 
standing, then we cannot thus perceive this ne 
cessity and the Decrees of God, but only our lib- 
erty, which is always included in our will. And if 
we then try to reconcile our liberty with God’s 
Decree and His continual creation, we are con- 
fusing that which we clearly and distinctly under- 
stand with that which we do not perceive, and 
therefore our effort is vail. It is enough for us, 
therefore, that we know that we are free, and that 
we can thus be free, notwithstanding the decree 
of God, and that we are the cause of evil, because 
no action can be called evil except, only in rela- 
tion to our freedom.” ‘ | 

At this juncture I present data to show how 


_Sovereignty acts consistently with freedom. Free 


agency means simply acting with conscious free 


dom, without external compulsion—and this lat-— 


ter is to be stressed: it is acting in harmony with 
one’s choices or inclinations. Here motives come 
into play. And since motives have effect as men 
are variously susceptible to them, the laws of hv- 
man nature become directing forces through the 
natural channels. I may illustrate, if crudelv, by 
saying that I can compel a child to do my will by 
catering to the feelings that I know arise within 
him and which are in accord with the laws of his 
being. It seems to me that Longfellow is in point 
here, when, writing of the comparison of man an 
woman to bow and bow-sstring, he says: — 


“As unto the bow the cord is, 

“So unto the man is woman; 

“Though she bends him she obeys him, 
“Though she sways him yet she follows.” 


That which impels mind does not exert its force 
from without: one cannot be compelled to love or 
to do the opposite by external authority. Results 
here come by appeal to the emotions or affections. 
This is to say nothing other than that God uses 
means in effecting His purposes. To this even Spi- 
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noza himself speaks: “I do not deny that prayers | 


are very useful to us: for my understanding is 
too small to determine all the means which God 
has to lead men to the love of him, that is, to 


salvation.” Determinism contemplates the laws of 


the mind: the free person, not contradicting but 


acting under those laws makes his choices as he. 


will, according to his preferences. To speak coun- 
ter to this, as both philosopher and theologian 
would say, would be: “To choose what one does 
not choose,” to “prefer what he dislikes.” The 
laws of nature then do not prevent freedom: they 
guarantee it! Thus God makes His purposes oper- 
ate in and through the very laws of man’s being. 
This must suffice for this occasion. Therefore, let 


it be said, that thus far, as regards the objective — 


problem, we may substitute Spinoza’s Absolute 
Determinism for Calvin’s God Sovereign, and 
write: Q.E.D. Philosophy gives assurance to the- 
ology touching Sovereignty and Free Agency. If 
the sample is palatable, there will be more to fol- 


low in series. 


*Professor in Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Austin, Tex. 


Pre-Easter Evangelism In 1943 
By Rev. Donald W. Richardson, D.D.* 


Many churches plan for a special series of 
evangelistic services in the period immediately 
preceding Easter. As a rule in these meetings, 
indeed in the entire life and work of the church, 
the initiative and responsibility is left too ex- 
clusively in the hands of the minister. Many of 
those outside the church look upon the testimony 
of the minister as being that of a professional wit- 
ness. The personal work of an unordained mem- 
ber of the church is often more effective than 
is that of a salaried church worker. Would it not 


be possible in many of our churches to make © 


the pre-Easter period a time for intensified 
personal evangelism? Among the men, women and 
young people in every church of any considerable 
size there should be a few individuals who would 
be willing to enlist in a concerted effort to per- 
suade a friend or acquaintance to make a pro- 
fession of faith in Christ and unite with the 
church. The pastor could talk with groups and 
with individuals and endeavor to secure volunteers 
for a united campaign for winning others. In- 
spiration and aid in successful personal work can 


be imparted in a pastor’s Personal Workers’ Class | 


—though it might well be called by some less 
trite name. The teacher and leader of such a 
group will find fruitful suggestions as to methods 
in many books. Two of the most helpful are A. 


W. Blackwood’s Evangelism in the Home Church, _ 


and J. E. Connor’s Every-Member Evangelism, 
which can be secured from the Presbyterian Com- 
mittee of Publication, Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 

Dr. Blackwood gives practical methods for 
initiating and maintaining an effective program 
of evangelism in the home church under ‘the 
leadership of the pastor, in cooperation with 
spiritually minded men, women, and young people. 
Dr. Connor’s book also puts the hristian and. for 


soul winning on the individual Christian and sug-— 
gests practical methods for putting an \ evan- 


gelistic program into operation in the local church. 


*Chairman of Permanent Committee on Evan- 
gelism, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 7 


“Wings For The Soul” 


Learning Christ 


Teach me, my Lord, to be sweet and gentle in all 
the events of life— | 
-in disappointments, 
in the thoughtlessness of others, 
in the insincerity of those I trusted, 
in the unfaithfulness of those on whom I relied. 


Let me put myself aside, . 
to think of the happiness of others, 
to hide my little pains and heartaches, 
ae I may be the only one to suffer from 
em. 


Teach me to profit by the | suffering that comes 
across my path. | 


Let me so use it that it may mellow me, 
not harden nor embitter me; : 
that it may make me patient, not irritable, 
that it may make me broad in my forgiveness, 
not narrow, haughty and overbearing. | 


May no one be less good for having come within | 
my influence. No one less pure, less true, less 
kind, less noble for having been a fellow-traveler 
in our journey toward eternal life. 


As I go my rounds from one distraction to an- 
other, let me whisper from time to time, a word 
of love to Thee. May my life be lived in the super- 
natural, full of power for good, and strong in its 
purpose of sanctity. \ 


Intercession For The Young 


1 
Father, our children keep! , 
We know not what is coming on the earth; 
Beneath the shadow of Thy heavenly wing, 
O ae them, keep them, Thou who gavest them 
irth. 


2 


Father, draw nearer us! 

Draw firmer ’round us Thy protecting arm; 
O clasp our children closer to Thy side, 
Uninjured in:the day of earth’s alarm. 


Them in Thy chambers hide! 
O hide them and preserve them calm and safe, 


When sin abounds, and error flows abroad, 
And Satan tempts, and human passions chafe. 


4 


O keep them undefiled! 7 
Unspotted from a tempting world of sin; 
That, clothed in white, through the bright city 


gates, 
They may with us in triumph enter in. 


-  —H. Bonar. 
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BAPTISM 
By John Scott Johnson, Ph.D.* 


There are 5 supports (or perhaps “props” 
or “‘crutches” would be a better word) for the 
idea of baptism by immersion. Of these, 3 are 
based on isolated words or expressions of the 
Bible; of the other 2 (both outside the Bible), 
one is disowned by the Bible and the other is 
taken from church history 50 years after the 
close of the New Testament. Four of these will 
be considered in this article; the 5th in the next. 

1. THE MEANING OF THE GREEK 
WORD ‘BAPTIZO.’ 

One of the definitions of Greek dictionaries 
for baptizo is to immerse. There are several oth- 
ers, but immersionists usually give no intimation 
that this is only a selected definition. 

Immersion Is Not Bible 

“Immerse” does not occur a single time in any 
of its forms in the English Bible, either the King 
James or the American Standard Version. This 
is not because the Hebrew and Greek languages 
lack the word but because there was nothing in 
— of the Bible purifying rites which called for 


“Sprinkle” in various forms occurs 41 times 
in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, and 6 times 
in Hebrews, besides many other times in other 
parts of the Bible. The fact that the English Bible 
nowhere uses “immerse” in any of its forms, puts 
a heavy burden of proof upon those who contend 
that baptism means immersion. 

This “prop” (that baptizo means to immerse) 


is confessedly based on Greek dictionaries. Im- | 


mersionists do not attempt to get this definition 
out of the Bible. Having gotten out of Greek 
dictionaries a definition that is acceptable to 
them, they interpret some of the Bible doings in 
the light of this definition. But since the Bible 
not only fails to confirm that definition but 
sets up a definition of its own which does not 
admit the idea of immersion, the structure built 
on the dictionary definition crumbles and falls. 

Dr. Alexander Carson, who wrote an elaborate 
book entitled “Baptism, Its Mode and Subjects,” 
and who insists that baptism always and invari- 
ably means to dip or immerse, admits (page 55): 
“T have all the lexicographers and commentators 
against me.” Do you remember the one juror who 
complained of the eleven “obstinate” men (the 
rest of the jury) who would not agree with him? 

LET THE BIBLE SPEAK 

The Bible should, of course, be the textbook 
in any study of God’s truth. Sometimes words and 
phrases even frequently heard have no Bible 
warrant. For instance, such expressions as “un- 
der the waves,” “follow your Lord under the 
water,” “into the watery grave,’’ etc., are never 
used in the Bible. 

If baptizo is ever used only once in Scripture 
where immersion is impossible, the argument 
from its alleged meaning is of no value. If in 


one Bible baptism, immersion cannot be its mode, | 


then there is no assurance from the selected 
dictionary definition of the Greek word that 
baptism is by immersion anywhere else. 

Many Immersionists admit that the baptism 
with water was not by immersion at Pentecost 
(3000 in one day without any available means 
of immersion), nor in the case of the Philippian 
jailor (it must have been within the walls of the 
jail), nor in the washing (Greek “baptizing’’) of 
tables (or couches) in Mark 7:4. The record of no 


Wy 


instance of Bible baptism requires immersion. 

Mk. 7:4 reads in part as follows: “When they 
come from the market, except they wash, they 
eat not. And many other = there be .. , as 
the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and 
of tables (or couches, A. S. V., margin.’’) 

As shown on the margin of the American 
Standard Version, “wash” and “washing’’ in this 
verse are in Greek “baptize” and “baptizing”; 
and this margin adds: “Some ancient authorities 
read ‘sprinkle themselves’ ” instead of “baptize.” 
How did such a variation occur? Was it not that 
some copyist, to avoid using in such connection 
a word (‘baptize’) that had been devoted to 
a sacred use, substituted its synonym, “sprinkle’’? 
But, whatever the explanation, the variation shows 
the similarity (if not the identity) of the two 
words in Bible usage. 


The Three Baptisms Of Matt. 3:11 
In this verse (“I .. . baptize you with water 
<— e shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with” fire,”) three baptisms are mentioned: that 
with water, that with the Holy Spirit, that with 
fire. If baptism always and invariably means in- 


-mersion, this verse speaks of an immersion in 


water, an immersion in the Holy Spirit, and an 
immersion in fire. What does the Bible say about 
these three baptisms? The only place in the Bible 
where the baptism with fire is described is in 
Acts 2:3: “And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire; and it sat upon each of 
them.” Accepting this language as a correct de- 
scription (as we must), the baptism with fire 
could not have been an immersion in fire. “Sat 
upon’”’ does not describe an immersion. 

The second chapter of Acts implies but does 
not describe the baptism with the Holy Spirit, 
but it is described in Acts 11:15: “‘The Holy Ghost 


fell on them, as on us at the beginning.” Every | 


description of the baptism with the Holy Spirit 
represents Him as coming upon, being poured 
out, put in or within, sent upon, falling upon, 
descending upon, etc. Not one expression admits 
the idea of immersion in the Holy Spirit. 

How, then, can the claim be maintained that 
baptism is always and invariably immersion when 
two out of the three baptisms of Matt. 3:11 
cannot be immersion? 

. Baptism With Water 

There is only one baptism with water in the 
New Testament which is described in sufficient 
detail to indicate its mode—that of Saul of 
Tarsus. Ananias told him to ‘“‘arise and be bap- 
tized” (Acts 22:16,) and “he. . . arose and was 
baptized”’ (Acts 9:18.) The one Greek word trans- 
lated in one place “arise’’ and in the other “he 


arose” is a participle; a literal translation in both . 


places would be: “arising,’’ or “having arisen,’ or 
“standing up” with no suggestion of any change 
of garments or of travel to a place suitable for 
immersion. (Moffatt translates those passages in 
Acts: “Get up and be baptized,” and “he got up 
and was baptized.’’) 

Paul had been without food and water for three 
days (Acts 9:9: “he... three days... neither 
did eat nor drink.’”?) He was baptized before taking 
food (“he ... was baptized. And when he had 
received meat, he was strengthened’—dActs 9:18, 
19.) It would be unreasonable to read into the 
record that such an unbiblical thing as immersion 
was rushed upon him before giving him food. 

Then the argument for immersion from the 
selected dictionary definition of the Greek word 
baptizo fails. Since in Bible usage it does not 
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always and invariably mean immerse (as our im- 
mersionist friends allege it does, and as it must, 


tg make their argument valid,) and especially 


because it cannot mean immerse in some Bible 
instances, there is no assurance in the selected 
dictionary definition that any given instance of 
baptism is by immersion. — 
The Bible Defines ‘Baptizo’ ae 
God does not leave us in doubt as to His in- 
tended mode of baptism. See the second article | 
of this series, in the November issue of the S. P.. 
Journal, especially following “Ezekiel 36:25.” 


Furthermore, Heb. 9:10 speaks of “divers wash- . 


ings” (Greek: ‘divers baptisms”) which the whole 
9th chapter of Hebrews identifies as—they can 
be no other than—the sprinklings of blood and 
water, which are commanded in Exodus, Leviticus, 
and Numbers. The following quotations prove this: 
Heb. 9:13: “the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean.” The reference is to Num. 19:17,18: 
“For an unclean person, they shall take of the 
ashes of the burnt heifer . . . and running water, 

. and a clean person shall... sprinkle it... 
upon the persons.” Again, “Moses . . . sprinkled 
both the book and all the people’—Heb. 9:19. 
Ex. 24:6,8: “Moses took ... the blood ... and~ 
... sprinkled on the altar’; “sprinkled it on the 
people.” Again, “he sprinkled with blood .. . 
the tabernacle’—Heb. 9:21. Lev. 8:19; ‘“‘Moses 
sprinkled the blood upon the altar’; Lev. 16:14: 
“He shall take of the blood ... and sprinkle it 

. . upon the mercy seat ... and before the 
mercy seat.”’ 

Since these “sprinklings” of the Old Testa- 
ment are called “baptisms” in the Greek of Heb. 
9:10, God has Himself described how He wishes 
baptisms to be performed—by sprinkling. It makes 
no difference what the classical definition of 
baptizo may be; what Bible students want to 
know is: “How does the Bible define it and 
does Bible usage confirm this definition?” Con- 
firmation in Bible usage of the definition of 
baptizo in Heb. 9:10 may be found in the fourth 
paragraph of this article and in the first article 
of this series—in the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal of October, 1942. : 


2. SOME PRACTICES OF THE POST- 

APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 
_A second “prop” of the idea of baptism by 
Immersion is the existence of such baptism in the 
Early Church. It is admitted that the Church from 
150 A. D. and on, practised immersion as baptism 
—not exclusively but it was common. It was 
usually trine immersion—three times in the triune 
name—and the candjdate was nude. But this ad- 
mission does not charge the Apostles with such 
teachings of practices. 

The doctrines of the Church between 100 and 
D., contained these: “sins cleansed by 
alms and faith’ “saints saved by works of 
righteousness which they had done.” No one would 
Say that these things in the teachings of the 
Early Church proved that they were taught by 
the Apostles. Nor does the existence of the un- 
biblical mode of baptism by immersion 50 years 
after the last Apostle died prove that the Apostles 
taught or practised such an anomaly. 

Please note: 

(a) This argument from the practice of the 
Post-Apostolic Church is outside the Bible. The 
Bible is our textbook. So let us “to the law and 
to the testimony” (Isa. 8:20.) | | 1 

(b) This practice of baptizing by immersion— 
then as now—has no Bible precedent. Because of 


this fact, because it is a departure from the 
simplicity (and—in the case of the Post-Apostolic 
Church, since the candidate was nude—the re- 
spectability) of the practice of the Apostles, it 


be rejected. 


3. SOME ENGLISH PREPOSITIONS. 

A third argument for immersion as the mode 
of baptism is based on the definiteness of certain 
English prepositions. The Greek language has less 
prepositions than the English has. This required 
more meanings for each Greek preposition; each 
usually had a number of English equivalents. Our 
immersionist friends ignore this fact. 

From the English translations “in’? Jordan and 
“out of’ the water (in John’s baptism of the 
Savior); and “down into” and “up out of” (in 
the case of the Eunuch); the claim is made that 
these prove immersion. As all know, the New 
Testament was written in Greek. Since the words 
translated as above have other meanings in Eng- 
lish, who is to say that these translations in the 
English version are correct? 

In translating a foreign language into Eng- 
lish, the connection and other matters decide the 
right English word to select from the equivalents 
of a foreign word. The problem is not merely to 
find out what English word: will make sense, but 
what will give the right sense, the meaning in- 
tended. 

“En,” the Greek preposition usually translated 
‘‘in,” is twice translated “with” in Matt. 3:11 and 
Mark 1:8, once in Mark 1:23, and once in Luke 
3:16. In Revelation 13:10 (“the that killeth with 
the sword must be killed with the sword’) it is 
twice translated ‘with’; no other word would 
make sense here. Greek dictionaries say it is prop- 
erly translatable in, on, at, near, with, among, 
during, etc. Then who knows that the translation 
‘‘in” Jordan is correct? How can we be sure that 
it should not be “at” Jordan or “near” Jordan? 

John the Apostle three times says John the 
Baptist baptized at the first “beyond” the Jordan 
—John 1:28; 3:26, 10:40. The last reads: ‘‘And 
Jesus went away again beyond Jordan into the 
place where John at first baptized; and there He 
abode.”’ Did Jesus then abide “in’? Jordan? For, 
as the Apostle John records, it was where John the 
Baptist first baptized. 

“Bk” And “Apo”’ 

“Ek,” the Greek preposition usually translated 
“out of,” is not used by Matthew of the baptism 
of Jesus (Matt. 3:16.) Matthew uses the Greek 
preposition “apo” which is nearly always translated 
“from.” “Apo” and “ek” are variable readings in 
the Greek of Mark’s account of the baptism of 
the Savior (Mark 1:10.) (Only Matthew and 
Mark mention this detail of our Lord’s baptism.) 
If “apo”? should be found to be the correct read- 
ing in the Greek of Mark 1:10, all the probabili- 
ties would be against the correctness of the 
English translation ‘out of” the water in the ac- 
count of the baptism of the Lord Jesus in Mark. 

But even with “ek,’”’ there is no certainty that 
the translation “out of’ is correct. The Bible 
and the Greek dictionaries say that “‘ek” is prop- 
erly translatable out of, from, away from, with, 
by. Then since Matt. 3:16 is almost surely cor- 
rectly translated “from the water” (as in the 
Amer. Stand. Ver.,) the weakness of any argu- 
ment based on the translation “out of’? in the 
K. James Version of Matt. 3:16 and Mark 1:10, 


is evident. 
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“Bis” 

“Fis,” used in Acts 8:38 of Philip and the 
Eunuch, has a variety of English equivalents ac- 
cording to Greek dictionaries—into, unto (as in 
John 11:31—‘“she goeth unto the grave’’—when 
the tomb was still closed—see verse 39), to (as 
in John 20:4: “to the tomb,” but not into the 
tomb—see the next verse,) towards, etc. ‘‘Eis”’ 
occurs eleven times in Acts 8, and only once 
(verse 38) is it translated “‘into.’’ Then who is to 
say that Acts. 8:38 should not be translated: “Both 
went down to (or unto) the water’? And, using 
the facts about “‘ek’”’ in the preceding paragraphs 
for verse 39, “they came up from the water’’? 

Mowever, if “down into” and “up out of” were 
the only translations of the Greek prepositions 
used in Acts 8:38, 39, they would not prove im- 
mersion. Everyone who has ever driven a horse 
or a car over county roads has driven down into 
and out-of water without immersing the horse or 
the car. 

The Argument Lacks Certainty 

Evidently, no valid argument for immersion 
can be based on the English translations of these 
Greek prepositions. Who knows that the Greek 
words are correctly translated when other Eng: 
lish prepositions are as accurate as the ones 
used, and accord fully with the rest of the Bible? 
Moreover, while the English prepositions used are 
agreeable to the immersion idea (though not re- 
quiring it,) they do not prove immersion and are 
in nowise inconsistent with affusion (sprinkling.) 
- Since these Greek prepositions are capable of 
translations which would not even admit im- 
mersion, much less require it, the English trans- 
lations give no light on the Bible mode of baptism. 
Moreover, the translators of the King James 
Version recognized no implication of immersion in 
the English prepositions used. Almost all, if not 
every one, of the translators were affusionists. 
The idea that immersion is established or even 
supported by these English prepositions has grown 
up through a study of the English Version and a 
neglect of the Greek original. : 


4. ‘MUCH WATER.’ 

The fourth dependence of Immersionists to 
prove their case is the English expression ‘“‘much 
water” in John 3:23 (“John also was baptizing in 
Aenon because there was much water 
there.’”’) This ‘‘prop’’ vanishes when the Greek is 
examined. The Greek words are “many waters’”’ 
(see margin of the A. S. V.). “Aenon” was a 
place of springs, as the word means. Immer- 
sionists do not usually immerse in springs, but 
—_ are convenient for a big concourse of peo- 
ple. 
If ‘‘much water” is necessary to valid baptism, 
as Immersionists claim, they would have trouble 
finding “much water’ in the baptism of the 3000 
at Pentecost, in that of the Eunuch on a road 
that Scripture says is “desert” (Acts 8:26,) in 
that of Saul of Tarsus, and in that of the Philip- 
pian jailor inside the jail at midnight. 

This is another case of the study of the Eng- 
lish version and of the neglect of the Greek 
original. 

There never was and never can be any diffi- 
culty with administering the God-planned, Bible 
mode of water baptism (sprinkling) wherever 
there is enough water to sustain the physical life 
of those to be baptized. — 7 


*Pastor of the Sibley Presbyterian Church, Au- 
gusta, Ga. 


Ths Bis Question 
By Rev. James H. Viser* 


The big question is: “Have You Been Born 
Again?” Not: “Have you joined a church?” or, 
“Are you trying to do your best?” or “Have you 
got religion?” But “Are you twice-born?” “Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” (John 3:3.) 

Physical life begins with a birth. Spiritual life 
likewise begins with a birth. We become members 
of the human family by birth: we become mem- 
bers of the family of God by a birth—by being 
“Born Again.’’ There is no other way to get into 
the human family except by birth, and there is no 
other way to get into God’s family except by the 
new birth. Neither education, nor cultivation, nor 
reformation—or ‘“‘turning over a new leaf,’ will 
accomplish this. What is needed is not a new 
“leaf,” but a new “life!’’ ‘““Ye must be born again.” 
(John 3:7.) 


A New Nature Needed 


‘By physical birth we become partakers of the 
human nature: by being born again we become 
“nartakers of the Divine nature.” (II. Pet. 1:4.) 
A Christian is the product of a Divine “begetting.” 
(James 1:18.) The second birth is not an improve- 
ment of the old nature: it is the imparting of a 
new nature—entirely new. The old nature is hope- 
lessly corrupt and incapable of ever being made 
fit for His presence. (Rom. 3:9-20; 8:7.) The new 
birth requires a creative act of the Holy Spirit. 


“Tf any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” | 


[Marg. Creation.] (II. Cor. 5:17, R. V.; Eph. 
2:10.) | 


“Christ In You” 


At the second Birth the Life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ begins in us. “Christ liveth in me.” (Gal. 
2:20.) “Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you” (II. Cor. 13:5); “Christ in 
you”? (Col. 1:27); “I in you” (John 15:4.) The 
unanimous testimony of the Word of God is that 
when one is born again the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes in and becomes the Life of that one. 
“‘Christ—Our Life.”? (Col. 3:4.) 

Christianity is not “religion.’’ Christianity is 
life—the Life of the Lord Jesus Christ introduced 
in us at the moment we are born again and re- 
produced in us moment by moment by the Holy 
Spirit.. “I am come that they might have Life” 
(John 10:10); “He that hath the Son hath Life” 
lai; 5:12); “To me to live is Christ’? (Phil. 


Not ‘Trying’ But ‘Trusting’ 

“Trying to follow Christ” is not Christianity. 
“Christianity is not imitation of Christ.” It is the 
indwelling of Christ. Christianity is not trying to 
do anything, it is trusting Christ Who has done 
it all! He has “finished the work,’ and there i8 
nothing left to do—simply receive and trust Him 
Who said, “It is finished!’ He shed His “Precious 
Blood” on the cross and the Work is all done once 
and forever! Cease trying and begin trusting! 


Not By Works 


“By grace are ye saved through faith ... not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9.) 
“Not by works of righteousness which we have 
on Bax! according to His Mercy He saved us.” 

i 35. 
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“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on | 


him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is count- 
ed for righteousness.” (Romans 4:5.) 


‘What Must I Do To Be Saved?’ 

Simply “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 
16:31.) ‘“‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God” (I. John 5:1.) “As many 
as received Him, to them gave He the right to be- 


come children of God, even to them that believe | 


on His name; who were born, not of blood, nor 


the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but : 


of God.” (John 1:12,13 R.. V.) 

You are born again, you become a Christian by 
trusting a Person—receiving a Person. The very 
moment you do this, the Lord Jesus Christ comes 


in and Life begins! | 


ee What Is Meant By ‘Believe’? 
To “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ’? means 


more than simply believing the historic facts con- 


cerning Him. Intellectual belief about Christ is 
not sufficient. The belief which accompanies sal- 
vation must be “‘with the heart,’’ that is, with the 
whole being. (Rom. 10:10.) This belief also 
includes repentance: (a “change of mind.’’) 
“Repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 20:21.) “God ... now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” (Acts 
17:30; see also Acts 11:18; 26:17-20; Luke 24: 


47.) 


The faith which saves, then includes the obliga-_ 


tion to repent, and to receive Christ as Saviour 


and Lord—to rest upon Him alone for salvation. | 


How May I Know That I Am 
| ‘Born Again’? 

This is an important question. We know that 
we are born again on the testimony of God’s Word. 
God says, “He that heareth my Word, and 
believeth Him that sent Me, hath eternal life, and 
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of 
death into Life.” (John 5:24 R. V.) Have you 


believed on the Lord Jesus Christ in the sense 
above defined? If so, then you are saved, you are 
“born again,’”? you have “passed out of death into 
Life.””’ God says so! Take God at His Word and go 
on your way rejoicing! 


A Family Likeness 

When we-are born into the human family we 
exhibit certain family characteristics which dis-- 
tinguish us as human. When we are born into the 
family of God we will, by the power of His in- 
dwelling Spirit, inevitably bear the family likeness. 
Through the ‘Precious Blood” of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, shed on the Cross, we have become mem- 
bers of the family circle! There are certain un- 
mistakable “family traits’? which mark those who 
have been “born again.’”? These are: “Love, joy, 


_ peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 


meekness, temperance.”’ [R. V. Self-control.] (Gal. 
G:22.) 


One Final Word 

You may “belong to a church,” you may be 
“trying to do the best you can,’ you may be 
“striving to live right,’’ your outward life may be 
the acme of moral correctness, you may be looked. 
up to, be honored, revered, respected, and yet if 
you have not been “born again’ you are just as 
lost as though you had never heard of Christ. Yes, 
you may teach in the Sunday School, be a 
‘preacher of the Gospel,” “ibe gifted in prayer,’ 
read the Bible, sing, shout, ‘‘feel happy,” and all 


the rest—but if you have never been “born again’’ 


you are still in your sins and a stranger to the 
Lord Jesus Christ! (Matt. 7:21-23.) 
The question of all questions is: Have You Been 
Born Again? 3 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 


God.” (John 3:3.) 


*This article may be secured in tract form from 
the author. Rev. James H. Viser, Greenville, S. C. 


Intercessory Prayer 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker“ 


ye may be healed.”’ | 
There is a negro spiritual which goes some- 


thing like this: 


“T’ve been listening, listening, listening to hear _ 


some sinner pray.” I wonder if God has not been 


listening, listening, listening, to hear His people | 


pray? If God wondered that there was no inter- 
cessor, as Isaiah tells us, and if in Ezekiel God 
says he searched for a man to stand in the breach, 


or if Jesus marvelled at the unbelief of Israel, 


then surely we may say that God is wondering 
today because His people do not pray. 


I have been listening, listening, listening to the | 


radio and I have still to hear the first public 
Speaker or announcer issue a real call to prayer. 

I have heard a great many other things: I have 
heard a great deal of boasting, of criticism, of 
angry denunciation of our enemies, of suggestions 


as to what one ought to do, of urging people to. 


do this, that, and the other, but I have never 
heard one of these men say something like this: 


e are in danger, we are facing a crisis, we are . 


in terrible confusion, therefore, Let Us Pray. 


Text: James 5:16—‘Pray one for another, that 


As a servant of God I want to issue a call to 
prayer. 
I. A Call To Real Intercessory Prayer. 


Now there are many kinds of prayer. There 
is the Prayer of Thanksgiving, like many of the 
Psalms, and we in America ought to certainly 
pray this sort of prayer. _ 

There is the Prayer of Confession, like the 
51st Psalm and the 32nd, and all need this sort of 
prayer. 

There is the Cry for Help—a cry like Jonah 
made, when we face some sort of need. 

There is. Intercessory Prayer: The Prayer of 
Abraham interceding for a wicked city. The 
prayer of Moses entreating God for a rebellious 
people, the prayer of Ezra for a wicked nation, the 
prayer of Daniel for a suffering people in cap- 
tivity. The prayer of Paul for all the churches and 
all the individual Christians whom he calls by 
name. The Prayer of Christ for His disciples, 
or the Prayers of Christ and the Holy Spirit for 
us today. 

Real Intercessory Prayer has a tone and a 
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quality—a richness and beauty all its own. There 
is Faith, of course, but perhaps a more intelligent 
and larger faith than in any other form of prayer. 
There is a Humility all its own as we see our own 
littleness, begging God in behalf of others. There 
is unselfishness. In other forms of prayer self 
may loom large, but here self gets out of the 
way. There is an earnestness here and a perse- 
verance in these noble prayers as there we keep 
on pleading the cause of others. 

This is the noblest form of Prayer. Many other 
forms of prayer may have relatively unworthy 
motives—fear or self-interest, but people are at 
their best in Intercessory prayer. 

Abraham was at his best as he pleaded with 


God for Sodom. Moses was at his best as he said 


“if not’—“if thou wilt forgive their sin— if 
not, blot me out.’”’ Ezra the priest and scribe never 
rose higher than when he took Israel to God in 
prayer. Daniel, the statesman, was never a more 
noble statesman than when he besought God for 
captive Judah. Paul was at his best when he 
called on God for his people and for the churches. 
Christ was always at His best, but in the 17th 
chapter of John He is surpassingly beautiful. 


II. Is there need for such praying today? It 
hardly seems necessary either to ask or to answer 
such a question, but let us see some of the needs: 

Is there need to pray for a world gone mad? 
And if there is, who is going to 4 this praying? 
We can hardly think of Hitler praying or Stalin 
or Mussolini, or the Emperor of Japan (except to 
the sun-god). Surely if wicked Sodom needed 


Abraham’s prayer, our wicked world needs some-. 


body’s prayers. If we Christians do not pray for 
the world, who is going to do it? 

Is there Need to pray for our own beloved 
land: I saw an article by Dorothy Thompson en- 
titled “Is America Sick?” I did not read the 
article. I suppose she meant some of our economic 
troubles—But I can answer her question. America 
is sick. 

Sick with the Sin of Drunkenness, which is 
sapping the strength of her armies and undermin- 
ing the morale of her people and wasting the money 
sorely needed to save her land. 

Sick with the Sin of Immorality which is taking 
a fearful toll of our men according to Gene 
Tunney. 

Sick with the Sin of Sabbath Desecration—as 
we do away with the Lord’s Day for the Duration 
of War. 

Sick with the Crimes which are increasing at 
an alarming rate. 

Sick with Incompetence and Greed and Graft. 

Sick with the Sins of Unbelief and Indifference 
as we refuse either to believe God can help or 
call on Him for help. 


Sick with the Sin of all sins—the refusal to see — 


or acknowledge or repent of our sins. 

Yes, Sin is our Great Sabateur. More to be 
feared than hundreds of Germans or Japanese. 
These could blow up a few factories or bridges, 
but Sin can and will undermine our whole struc- 
ture! x 
Hitler said he would conquer us from within. 
He was not thinking in terms of Sin—for I do 
not suppose he knows what sin is—but Sin is our 
dreaded enemy and will bring about our defeat 
unless conquered. Victory for a godless America 
will not be a blessing to the world, but only a great 
curse. 

_ And with all this need I am afraid our praying 
is not real Intercessory prayer! What is it going 
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to take to make us really pray? 


There are two tendencies these days in our 
present praying which I deplore: 

There is first a note of self-righteousness ip 
our prayers—a sort of feeling that we Americans 
are so good and are fighting for such high ideals 
that God might well feel honored by our asking 
in a sort of condescending manner for his assis- 
tance. : 

There is also a spirit of Self-confidence and 
Self-sufficiency which I hate to hear—When David 
went out to meet Goliah he said to the giant— 
“You are coming against me with your sword and 
spear and shield. I am coming against you in the 
name of the Lord of Hosts.” We are saying to 
the giants—and we have at least recognized them 
as giants—“‘You are coming against us with air- 
planes and tanks and submarines—We are coming 
against you with more air-planes, more tanks, 
more submarines.’’ 

I believe, my brethren, with all my heart that 

our attitude will have to change. 
The Judge of all the earth is going to do right. 
He is always on the right side. We don’t have to 
pray for him to get on the right side. Away with 
such a notion! 

It only took one Achan to defeat Israel. What 
about the thousands of Achans in our Camp! 

Let us then do some real Intercessory Pray- 
ing: Pray for a world drunken with the wine of 
Babylon. Pray for our country—sunk in sin and 
shame! Pray for our Homes—they were never in 
more danger than today—and when our Christian 
Homes are gone—our real America is gone! Pray 
for the Church—the church which must not fail 
in an hour like this—That we preachers may be 
fearless and faithful, preaching the Gospel, the 
whole Gospel, nothing but the Gospel. Preaching 
Christ and no one but Christ—a Crucified and 
Risen and all-powerful Christ. Pray that Christian 
people may live as we have never lived before— 
consecrated, devoted, sacrificing lives, testifying 
to the power of Christ. That the Church may be 
revived and filled with thé Power of the Holy 
Spirit! | 

Pray for our young men and young women too 
—facing greater and more subtle temptations than 
ever before. That our young men may _ not be 


_ debauched and turned into beasts in the midst of 


brutal, degrading war. That our young women 


may keep true to the ideal Christian womanhood. 


I tremble for both. 

Pray that we may be worthy of victory and that 
when victory comes we may be Christian enough 
and wise enough to make it a real victory for 
righteousness. 


III. Is there any use in such praying? Let me 
ask you the same question Jesus asked his dis- 
ciples—Where is your faith? If there is any faith, 
now is a good time to use it. 

Faith is His Ability. Do we believe that nothing 
is too hard for God? 

It is not impossible for God to save a Wicked 
and lost and insane world. He who made the 
world and the men who are here can save to the 
uttermost. His arm is not shortened that He 
cannot save. It is not impossible for God to end 


_ this war. He could do it before night. 


Faith in His willingness to do—More willing 
to do—to give—to answer—than we are to ask. 
In fact He is pleading with us to ask Him. 

Faith in His Promises—so rich—so full—so 


free —Here is just one “If my people which are 
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ealled by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
from their 


pray, and seek my face, and turn 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and forgive their sin, and will heal their land” 


II Chron. 7:14. 2 


Faith in His Performances—This is not: the — 


first time that a nation needed God. Read History 


—Sacred and Profane—and see what God hath 


wrought! “The effectual Fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” 


We have heard a great deal lately about losing | 


the war. Our leaders say it is possible—some say 


we are losing it now. Let me say there is only 
one way we can lose it. Is it possible that America 
America—filled with 


—so called Christian 
Churches—is going to lose the war because she 
is too proud—too self-dependent—too busy—too 
indifferent, too unbelieving, yes, too ignorant of 


her own sin, to pray—really pray. Is it possible 
that our victory will be only in name because we 


have not conquered our own sins? 


Christ Or Caesar 


By Dr. Paul T. Fuhrman — Miami, Fla. | 
In God-Centered Religion. 


“It is interesting to hear American liberal 


“Protestants” now thundering against Nazism 


which is simply the inevitable logical product of 
modern German humanistic “religion.’”’ German 
theological liberalism itself prepared the ground 
for, and laid tHe surest foundations of Nazidom; 
and this was done in a twofold way: on the one 


hand, Jesus Christ was emptied of all trans- 


cendental and divine content; on the other hand, 


“Man” was placed at the center of “religion.” 


Twenty years ago that “Man” was generic; today 


a concrete man has filled the place of that once 


indefinite ““Man,’’ and taken the place once held 
by a Divine Christ. Men need something higher to 
worship, obey and follow; hence with no Divine 
Christ offered them, great multitudes have turned 
to adore, obey and follow men bold enough to 
offer themselves as modern Messiahs and Caesars. 
These Caesars are, indeed, not American “presi- 
dents” nor English “premiers,” but Messiahs, 
Agents of certain gods: in Italy, of the goddess 
Rome; in Germany, of the State which is con- 
ceived there as the organ of the Spirit, as the in- 
carnation of God on earth. We Americans should 
not deceive ourselves: Nazism, Fascism, is a re- 
ligion; and much of its success ¢an be explained 
only on the ground that it satisfies certain fun- 
damental religious needs of the people. It may be 


false but it is religion. The difference between 


Nazism (or Fascism) and original Christianity 


consists only in their having different objects of — 


faith respectively: In Christianity the Object of 
Faith is a Divine Christ; in Fascism the object of 
faith is a Man, a modern Caesar ... Liberal 
preachers have no right to blame the German peo- 
ple for turning to human gods when liberal ‘‘Pro- 
testant”? theology itself has for a hundred years 
systematically humanized Christ, on the one hand, 
and deified man, on the other. If a higher Jesus, 
a Divine Christ, had been preached and enthroned 
in the heart of German Protestants, Nazism would 
have been a spiritual impossibility, for “Caesar” 
and “Christ” are incompatible.” 


‘ 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 


I believe I have the right to love this country 
a little better than most people. About 31 years 
ago I stood on the deck of a steamer leaving 
Honolulu for Japan and Korea. As we lifted 
anchor the band played its farewell music—there 
was a lump in my throat and tears in my eyes. We 
were leaving our land for a foreign shore! 


A few years later I stood again on this side 
and again the tears—tears of joy, were near the 
surface. After a hazardous voyage with a sick 
wife and three little children, I was home again. 

My brethern, I believe I have the right to love 
this land! And it is this America I love, that I 
am pleading for today. _ 

Oh, Christians of America, Our Father, the God 


of Heaven, is listening, listening, listening—I can 


almost see Him leaning over the battlements of 
Heaven listening, listening, listening to hear His 
people pray! 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


“Wings For The Soul” 
So Let Live 


Douglas M. Parsons* 


So let me live that everyone 

Can say of me, that things he’s done 
Have been for others’ happiness. 

Be this my aim and nothing less. 


So let me live that when each day 
_ Has lived its span and fled away, 
I may to God, my Father, come 
And know I’ve earned His praise, 
“Well done.” 


So let me live that though all life 

Should seem to seethe with hate and strife 
My heart may pure and guileless be; 

My words come forth straightforwardly. 


So let me live that here and there 
may relieve another's care; 

That I may shun publicity, 

And clothe me in humility. 


So let me live, my whole life long, 
That I may ne'er be in the wrong— 
But if, perchance, at times, I am, 
May I admit it like a man. 


. So let me live that when I see 

The ones who've sacrificed for me, 

I can in truth and honor say, 

“I have not thrown your trust away.” 


So let me live that those who see 
The naked, open side of me, 

May say, “He's even purer when 
You see the side not shown'‘to man.” 


*This young man, a Senior at Wheaton College, Class of 
41, died of a heart attack on the football field at the begin- 


ning of the fall term, 1940. 
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“The Sin Of Unbelief” 
By Rev. R. D. Littleton“ 


II. Kings 7:2: “Then the Lord on whose hand 
the king leaned answered the man of God, and 
said, Behold, if the Lord would make windows in 
heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold 
thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt 
not eat thereof.”’ 


The Unbeliever of this instance was the Courtier 
on whom the king of Samaria leaned for advice 
and counsel. The promise of God’s mercy came 
from Elisha the prophet. The occasion that made 
the promised blessing a joyous relief to those in 
need was when Samaria was being besieged by 
Syria. Hunger and lack of food had made money 


practically worthless, and human life had become . 


cheap. An ass’s head was being sold for eighty 
pieces of silver and a woman had actually killed 
her son and was quarreling with another woman 
who had shared in the eating of the flesh for not 
fulfilling an agreement to kill her child. The 
promise of a blessing from God, being given by 
such a truthful man as Elisha the prophet, should 
have been accepted with Hallelujahs. Deliverance 
had come to Samaria previously from the Syrian 
hosts through the Prophet Elisha when they were 
struck with blindness. What a hearty response 
should have come from the Courtier! How eagerly 
he should have told this good news to this famish- 
ing and mournful people! But alas, his heart was 
not equal to it! He doubted. He did not believe. 
What shameful words he spoke! What a direful 
judgment he heard from the lips of the prophet! 
Food everywhere in abundance; but for him, ‘‘Thou 
— of: it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not eat 
thereof.”’ 


We’ve lived in days when many have not 
believed in the name of the only Begotten Son 
of God. They have not believed that the penalty 
for their sins is paid. They have not believed that 
the bondage of sin is broken for all who trust in 
Him. They have not accepted the grace to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil 


. world. They have not believed to walk in His ways. 


Their unbelief is shameful in the sight of God and 
should be pitiful in the sight of man. Yet it seems 
to me that many do not think unbelief is horrible. 
In the minds of many, to be poor and uneducated 
is a far greater crime than for a man to neglect 
the salvation offered by Jesus Christ. Some people 
are more willing. far more willing, for their sons 
and daughters to marry an unbeliever that is rich 
than for them to marry one that is poor and un- 
learned. The scriptures do not teach us to refuse 
to be yoked with the needy or the illiterate, but 
they do teach us not to be yoked with an un- 
believer. 


_ Why is unbelief such an abominable sin in the 
sight of Almighty God? Why is its commission 
attended with such severe penalties? 

It is a sin against the truthfulness of God. It 
denies his veracity. At heart it calls Him a liar. 


“It denies that he has spoken to men to whom He 


has spoken. Would we dare accuse any loving 
earthly father that he refused needed advice to his 
children? Yet how much better and more faithful 
to us is the heavenly Father in His counsels to 
man whom He has created? To honor a dishonest 
man is a sin; but how much greater sin is it to 
dishonor an honest man. What a sin is it to dis- 
honor God who from everlasting to everlasting is 
faithful and true! 


It is a sin against the love of God. It would be 


a sin against his mother for a child not to believe 


that in his need she would share her best with 
him. How much greater sin is it to refuse the gift 
of a loving God which would save him from sin, 
shame, and eternal torment, and bring him into 
fellowship with the Heavenly Father, and _ into 
an eternal life of blessing and usefulness. It is a 
greater sin to sin against the love that justifies 
than the justice than condemns. Yet some live 
as if Jesus never lived, as if he never died. | 


Unbelief is the parent sin. In the garden of 
Eden Eve’s doubting preceded her partaking of 
the forbidden fruit, her tempting Adam, and 
her hiding from the presence of God. Unbelief 
goes before murders, adulteries, thefts, unjustified 
anger, Sabbath breaking, and idolatry. Unbelief 
is damnable in the sight of God because it is the 
breeding ground of all that is abominable and 
heinous. 


Unbelief is horrible because it palliates sin in 
the lives of others. It upholds rebellion against 
God. Can you imagine Nathan going before David 
to rebuke him of his sin if he had not believed 
the ten commandments and in God’s forgiveness 
to the truly penitent? Nathan’s stroke would not 
have shaken a hair of David’s head if he had not 
himself believed. Unbelief palliates sin. It dis- 
misses it as a mistake. 


Unbelief blocks the channel by which God mani- 
fests his goodness to men. It keeps stores of 
loving kindnesses from his own life, and renders 
him unfit for Christian service. The heavens de- 
clare God’s goodness, but unbelief disqualifies a 
man for the service that the heavens render to 
Him. In unbelief a man may do some things that 
please men, but in unbelief he can do nothing that 
will please God. Cloth may pass for money in a 
tribe of Indians but it will not be accepted as 
currency in Washington, D. C. Even to fail to 
believe any of God’s Word makes a man un- 


prepared for great service in the kingdom of God. . 


‘‘Whosoever shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shali be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven.” 


Unbelief reveals the real character of con- 
demned men. It is the satanic badge the godless 
wear. It declares that to which they are devoted. 
It marks the point of their guilt. Jesus said, “And 
this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light.” It justly deserves the full punishment 
promised. “And he that doth not believe the Son 


shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 


upon him.” 


O people of God, listen to what our Lord says 
about unbelief. Be pitiful. 


“Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, 
Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; 
Weep o’er the erring one, lift up the fallen, 
Tell them of Jesus the Mighty to save.” 


O unbeliever heed God’s warning. Believe his 
— and live. Accept the Saviour without 
elay. 


“Come to this fountain, so rich and sweet; 
Cast thy poor soul at the Saviour’s feet; 
Plunge in today and be made complete.” 


*Plain Dealing, La. 
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Woman’ S Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
April — Our Schools And Colleges 


We have recently heard of the success of the Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship Work in several of 
our Southern Colleges and the testimony of those who have been touched was heartening. 

We were told by a pastor that one of our own Southern Presbyterian girls, Miss Janie C. Lapsley, 
daughter of Dr. Robert A. Lapsley, is making a great contribution to this work, so we immediately 


wrote and asked her to tell us something of it, as the work is new to most of us. 
The article below is her gracious answer and though she ts laboring in the North there are others who 


are doing the same kind of work in some of our Southern Universities. 

We have rejoiced over the splendid work that our Church is doing through the student pastors and 
workers in some of our Southern Colleges and Universities, but the number of. students is so large, and 
the forces which pull our college boys and girls away from Christ are so strong, that Christians will 
thank God for every new evangelizing effort. The I.V.C.F. asks the prayers of those who believe that 


Christ is the only Saviour. —L.S.F. 


3 ( ‘h The I.V.C.F. has a_ two-fold purpose: to 
“ea Inter Varsity ristian strengthen the spiritual life of the members and 
Fellowship 


to lead others to a personal faith in Christ. In 
By Miss Janie C. Lapsley* 


accordance with the first of these, the group 

spends an hour on Tuesday evenings in study and 
College registration means standing in line for 
hours and filling in blanks on literally yards of 


discussion. Last year we studied several of the 

epistles. This year the group had grown so that 
it became necessary to break it into two sections, 

questionnaires. Last fall during registration at the The and 

University of Illinois each student was given a e subjects for discussion also have grown; they 

blotter; they were most useful at that time. ‘But cover many of the cardinal points of Christian 

this blotter was unusual; on it was the picture 

of an open Bible and underneath an invitation to 

study the teachings of Christ. It carried the an- — 


doctrine. A day or two before discussion time 
nouncement of the meetings of the Inter-Varsity 


finds our members in the library “boning up” 
on the topic to be discussed. Thus members learn 
Christian Fellowship: daily prayer meetings and 
study groups. To some students not members of 


to face the questions of doctrine with the same 
scholarly thoroughness that they use in solving 
I.V.C.F. that open Bible was a friend; they in- | 
vestigated. One boy said, “I like the idea of a 


problems in chemistry and history. 
Our great task is to make our fellow students 
daily prayer meeting and I want to come”; a girl | 
commented, “It reminds me of our young people 


think seriously of their need of Christ.. Here 
at home.”’ 


I.V.C.F. has a real opportunity since many stu- 
For years colleges and universities not directly 


dents will come to a meeting on the campus al- 
though they neglect church attendance. In order - 
controlled by any church have boasted student 
organizations for every special interest but the 


to get them interested in Inter-Varsity we invite 
our friends to weekly coke hours. Here we discuss 
promotion of the Kingdom of Christ. The campus 
churches do a splendid work but it is necessarily | 


problems bordering on religion and attempt to 
carried on off the campus. Recognizing the need, 


present Christian view points. The other meet- 

ings of the group are announced and everyone 
is invited. 

students at Cambridge University organized Inter- r. V.C.F. ’ 

Varsity Christian Fellowship in 1877. The work | Lectures 

spread through the entire British Empire and was 

introduced into the United States in 1939 at the 


W. M. Smith, and Mr. G. D. Blomgren have pro- 
vided a new feature of the Illinois work this 
University of Michigan. About sixty active chap- 
ters have been formed in this country. Each ae 


year. Their increasing popularity is witnessed by 
the growing attendence—45, 120, 450 respectively. 
chapter is an independent body responsible for its 
own program but a national organization, through © 


After the lecture there is an informal meeting 
to which we invite all who are interested in dis- 
its staff members, counsels and helps these — 
chapters. | 


The chapter -at Illinois is the most active 
nor the largest but it may be classed as an average — 
I.V.C.F. Last year a Junior visited one of our 


Mar. 1943 


cussing the subject with the speaker. 


Among the members of Inter-Varsity are some 
who a year and a half ago looked on Christ as a 
great teacher of the past and felt no need of His 
influence in their lives. Today they acknowledge 
His as their personal Savior and seek to serve 
Him. How was this indifference overcome? Almost 
without exception each one will tell you that he 
had a friend in whom he recognized a power which 
he did not have. The friend invited him to an 
Inter-Varsity meeting or in the quietness of his 
room late one night the two discussed = and the 


need of a Savior. 
It is through personal contacts that men are 


fine bunch.” Anyone glancing in one of our meet- 
ings or coke hours would think it just another 
student organization for Inter-Varsity furnishes a 
good cross section ef the University population. 
But these are students who own Christ as personal 
Lord and Savior and who have a desire to help in 
the building’ up of the of Christ at 
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won to Christ. Christian college students have a 
wonderful opportunity in this respect for they not 
only work but live with those who are carelessly 
indifferent toward spiritual matters. The members 
of Inter-Varsity have realized this fact as well 
as their own inadequacy; therefore daily prayer 
meetings were placed first on the program. Anyone 
coming into the Inter-Varsity room in the [Illinois 
Union Building between five and five-thirty in 


the afternoon, can find a group of students on. 


re cw: in prayer. We have learned much of 
the -fower of prayer. We prayed that our group 
might grow in numbers. This year the average at- 
tendance has increased 75 per cent. We prayed 
for a place to meet. The management of the Union 
Building has been most generous in allowing us 
to use conference rooms. We pray that the mem- 
bers might be drawn closer to Christ. The prayer 
meetings are an answer for we leave renewed in 


the inner man. We pray that I.V.C.F. may be the 


means of bringing a great revival among college 
students. We believe that this prayer will be 
answered. 


*Urban, IIil. 


The Auxiliary Bible Studies 
For 1943-1944 


The plans for the Bible study of the women 
of the Church in the year 1943-1944 include the 
promotion of personal Bible study, brief Bible 
Meditations in the Circles, and a book study of 
The Acts. 

All the studies of the year center in the Book 
of The Acts. Materials are available for use by 
the individual members of the Auxiliary and for 
leaders of both Circle and Auxiliary Bible studies. 
They are as follows: 


For Individuals: “‘A Guide to Personal Bible | 


Study,” price 10 cents, which contains a guide for 
personal Bible reading from The Acts and the 
Epistles of Paul with questions to lead to some 
truth in the passage for each day’s reading. The 
readings from the Epistles are fitted into the 
reading from the Acts at the time in Paul’s life 
when it is believed he wrote the Letters. Space is 
provided in the booklet that the answer to the 
questions for each day may be briefly recorded 
or the verse in which the answer is found. In this 


Guide are given also assignments for personal © 


study in preparation for both the Circle Bible 
studies and the Auxiliary Book study of The Acts. 

For the Circle Bible Leaders: Circle Bible Medi- 
tations, “Individuals Used of God,”’ price 20 cents, 
present brief character studies in The Acts. These 
Bible Meditations prepared by Auxiliary Bible 
leaders from different parts of the Assembly, 
reveal individuals who were used of God through 
lives yielded to the Spirit and showing forth the 
power of the living Christ. 

The Book Study of The Acts: “The ‘Go’ of the 
Gospel,”’ price 25 cents, contains twelve studies in 
The Acts prepared for use in the monthly meet- 
ings of the Auxiliary. The booklet carries also a 
section of suggestions for presenting the twelve 
studies in five periods for those groups desiring 
to make an intensive study of The Acts. It may, 
therefore, be used as the Bible study in the Week 


of Spiritual Enrichment by those groups desiring 


to thus use it. | 
May each woman of the Church so give herself 


to the study of ‘The Acts this year that she may 
catch the thrill of “The ‘Go’ of the Gospel” 


. through the first century Christians and so dedi- 
. cate herself to Christ and His service that she 


today may be an “Individual Used of God” to 
make Him known. 

The materials listed above are now available 
from the Committee on Woman’s Work. 


— 


A Missionary’s Surprise 
By Rev. B. C. Patterson, D.D.* 


Yes, Aghast! On returning to our beautiful land 
we find some of the loveliest Christian men and 
women in the world. Yet side by side with these 
loyal children of God we see immorality and 
cupidity clutching at the throats of our people. 
And this not in secret but openly and with the 
quiet acquiescence of the general public. 

The writer lives in a quiet country place, yet 
near by, men and women are frequently seen in 
broad day-light in utterly obscene situations and 
all unashamed. | 


' An infidel paper is being sent to us subscription 


prepaid. In it lasciviousness is being promoted, 
infidelity is preached, Christianity is ridiculed, 
worthy characters are “debunked” and faith and 
prayer is “spookology.’’ The paper is offered to 
distributors in parcels of fifty and one hundred, 
and offered cheap. Evidently some of it is 
sent free. Who pays for this? And why? It is 
certainly not sent from an altruistic or benevolent 
motive. To promote this vicious infidelity is to de- 
story not only the church but the state. While 
the state may not make laws requiring men to 
believe in or acknowledge God, yet it should be 
noted that the fundamental principles of all 
organized states and even tribes are found in the 
second table of God’s law. 

So not to recognize God is to undermine and 


ruin the organization. And though the state may | 


not require faith in God yet it must enforce any 
anti-social unjust conduct that may arise from 
er propaganda of those who defy God and his 
rule. 
- The church must of necessity bear the burden 
of this Christian teaching. Yet as in this global 
war all have a part, so in this~still more de- 
structive war each believer adult or child must 
speak out both in word and life for God. We may 
not fear those who deride. A faithful life is an 
unanswerable argument. And as the Chinese say, 
“Those who spit at Heaven only soil their own 
faces.”’ 

A pastor of one of our largest churches said 
at a meeting of the General Assembly: “I 
have no trouble in the world getting men to join 
my church but I have nothing to give them to do 


after they are in it.”” Today each individual church - 


member has the opportunity and the duty to 
witness for righteousness, purity and God as never 
before. The Christian may not appease the world 
on moral issues. God told his prophet of old that 
he was to speak out and “smite with thy hand 
and stamp with thy foot and fear them not.” 

We have seen the burned cities, the wrecked 
homes, heard the groans of the suffering and 
seen the blood of the mother splashed against the 
stone wall because other men supported by propa- 
ganda against the moral law and God were enm- 
boldened to speak out and act. 


*Staunton, Va. 
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The Second Coming Of Christ 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D.* | 


Many articles and books have been written on 
this subject in recent years emphasizing the differ- 
ences in the three schools of thought, the Pre- 
millenarian, Rost-millenarian and A-millenarian. 
The purpose of this article is to state the poin 
of agreement as far as the writer is able: : 


1. All are agreed as to the fact of Christ’s sec- 


ond coming in personal, bodily, visible form. 
When Jesus ascends from the Mount of Olives 
“wo men stood by them in white apparel (no 
doubt these were angels in the form of men) 
which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 


Acts 1:10-11. He ascended to heaven in personal, 


bodily, visible form and he will come again in like 
manner. “Behold he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him”? Revelation 1:7. 


2. All are agreed that he will come at a time 
when least expected. “‘Watch therefore for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of Man cometh.” Matthew 25:13. In Matthew 
24:36-43 He said he would come as a thief in the 
night or as the flood came upon the wicked when 
Noah and his family were safe in the ark. “But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man’’—Mark 
13:32. “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing or in the 
morning, lest coming suddenly he find you sleep- 
ing.’ Mark 13:35, 36. 


8. All Christians are agreed as to the desir- 
ability of his coming. ‘“‘And as it is appointed unto- 
men once to die, and after death the judgment; 
so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 


many and unto them that look for him shall he - 


appear the second time without sin unto sal- 
vation.” Hebrews 9:27, 28. The apostle Paul said 
in II. Timothy 4:6-8, “For I am now ready to be 
offered and the time of my departure is at hand. 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 


course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 


laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the 
Lord, the righteous judge shall give me at that 
day; and not to me only but unto all them that 
love his appearing.”’ In Titus 2:13 he speaks of 
Christians “looking for that blessed hope and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Savior Jesus Christ who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify. 


| unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of. good 


works.” Surely all true Christians, look, and lové, 
and hope for his glorious appearing when: ‘‘we 
shall see him face to face, and tell the story saved 
by grace.” For we know that when he shall 
appear we shall be like him for we shall see him 
as he is.’ I John 3:2. 3 | 


4, All Christians are agreed as to the General | 


urpose of our Lord’s second coming. 


A. He is coming to separate the tares from 
the wheat. Mathew 13:36, 43. 7 | 


The Son of man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 


to punish the wicked. 


things that offend and them which do iniquity— 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their father.”’ 


B. He is coming to separate the sheep from 
the goats. Matthew 25:31-46. 


Those who have lived unselfish Christlike lives 
in loving service meeting the needs of the poor 
will be welcomed into their inherited kingdom, 
while those who have lived worldly, selfish, and 
un-Christlike lives will be cast out. 


C. He is coming in judgment to separate the 
righteous from the wicked. 


“Then shall ye return and discern the righteous 
and the wicked between him that serveth God 
(that’s the righteous) and him that serveth him 
not (and that’s the wicked). Malachi 3:18. 


D. He is coming to reward the righteous and | 


“For the Son of Man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his holy angels; and then he 


shall reward every man according to his works.” 


Matthew 16:27. “When the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 


in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not (or regard not) God who shall be 


punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
power, when he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints and to be admired in all them that 
believe.” 2 Thess. 1:7-10. . 


5. Finally—All Christians are agreed as to the 
ultimate and everlasting triumph of Jesus Christ 
over Satan and all the forces of evil. “For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested that he 
might destroy the works of the devil.” I. John 
3:8. “Wherefore God hath highly exalted him\ and 
given him a name which is above every name; 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 


of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 


things under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father.”’ Philippians 2:9-11. 
‘“‘And the seventh angel sounded, and there were 


great voices in heaven saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 


and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 


ever.’’ Revelations 11:15. 


In our Southern Presbyterian church any min- 
ister, or officer, holding to Pre-millenialism, or 


Post-millenialism or A-millenialism is considered 


orthodox. May the reason not be that they agree 
in the above mentioned, or similar doctrines 
touching the second coming of Christ? May it 
not be that the points of agreement are more 
essential to Christian doctrine and life than the 
points of disagreement? 


This is the first article the writer has ever 
written on this subject and he has no desire to 
be controversial but on the other hand to point 
out a_ basis of agreement, and as far as possible 


promote unity and harmony in the church. 


*Concord, N. C. 
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THE TRINITY 


By Rev. H. F. Beaty 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


Though we cannot understand much about the. 


Trinity, there are some things that we can know 
and which will keep us from error. There is a 


growing false teaching that “God is one, a unit, 


one Person, and simply manifests Himself in three 
ways, as Father, as Son, and as the Holy Spirit.” 


Some time ago I had a discussion with a man here ‘ 


—and he has many that follow him—who strongly 
asserts that the doctrine of the Trinity is a great 
obstacle preventing the Jew and the Mohammedan 
from becoming Christians. But I know that these 
have a false idea of the oneness of God and that 
a true understanding of the Three Persons 
of the Deity would make it easier for them to 
accept Jesus Christ as a distinct Person and there- 
fore as a personal Saviour. The Bible does not 
teach that “God is one Person,” “one individual.”’ 
Deut. 6:4 “Jehovah our God is one Jehovah” does 
not teach it. In Hebrew there are two words 
translated ‘fone.’ YACHEED means one _ indi- 
vidual, a unit, a single person or thing. But it is 
never used with the word God. ECHAD means a 
unity composed of more than one, as in English 
we say, one herd, one flock. It is used more 
than 800 times in the Old Testament and always 
with this signification, and is the word used with 
the word God. It is used in Gen. 2:24 “they shall 
be one flesh”? though continuing to be two separate 
personalities. But there is included in Deut. 6.4 
another idea; contrasted with\ the heathen idea of 
many gods, that Jehovah is “The ONLY one en- 
titled to be worshiped, and through whom Salvation 
comes. Jehovah our God is the ONLY Jehovah.” 


Our difficulties concerning the Trinity arise in 
part from our failure to make the distinctions as 
given in the requirements of the Third Command- 
ment. The Third Commandment requires a holy 
and reverent use of God’s NAMES, TITLES, AT- 
TRIBUTES, words and worship. Names in Hebrew 
indicate character; Titles the position, and attri- 
butes show abilities powers, etc. A personal name 
must therefore be one that will distinguish be- 
tween that person and every other. Let us see how 
this is true of the names of the Deity, which not 
only give a personal distinction, but also shows a 
co-operation with the others. The First Person has 
the Name FATHER, which not only expresses a 
character not possessed by either of the others, 
but also that He is the ORIGINATOR of all 
creation. Though the Sonship is in part a dis- 
tinguishing feature of the Second Person, it is a 
part of the great distinction in the Name JESUS, 
which expresses His character and work. Mt. 1:21. 
Jesus is the Greek form of the name Joshua 
(Jehoshua) which means JEHOVAH-SAVIOUR. 


But the name Jehovah has a double truth: LIFE 


and SELF-IMPARTATION. So that the name 
JESUS means “Life that saves by imparting Itself.”’ 

Though each of the three Persons of the Deity 
is Holy, yet the Spirit is designated as Holy, be- 
cause that is His distinct work, to cleanse (make 


holy) and fit for the use and Glory of the Deity. | 


The word GOD is NOT THE NAME OF A 
PERSON. It is a TITLE that can be rightly given 
to ONLY three Persons. Question 4 of the Shorter 
Catechism gives us the standard set in this Title. 
Infinite, Eternal and Unchangeable must be in- 
herent’ qualities of the Person bearing this Title. 
Also each of the seven ATTRIBUTES must be 
included in each of the above three. Infinite in 


His Being, Wisdom, Power, Holiness, Justice, Good. 


° ness, and Truth; Eternal in His Being, Wisdom 


etc. The recent attempt by our church to add the 


- word love to these attributes shows shallow think. 


ing in not distinguishing between attributes and 
LOVE which is the CHARACTER of each Person 
bearing the Title GOD. Thus we see that though 
each Person of the Trimity or Deity has a dis. 
tinguishing Name, yet each bears the same Title 
and possesses the same attributes, etc. The Title 
and the attributes are common property and qual- 
ities. Therefore we may address each one as GOD, 
or any two or three as God, with the understand. 
ing that we have at our disposal all that is included 
in the Title GOD, whether one or all is addressed 
or active in fulfilling our requests. The Catechism 
calls this unity, the Godhead. Let us then under. 
stand that the three Persons of the Trinity form 
an organization or a united body which we call 
the Trinity, God, Deity in which each has His 
distinct work, yet all is done in perfect harmony 
with each other. Under this Title GOD and in co. 
operation with each other, all things were created 
and brought to perfection in the six days, there. 
fore under this Title of GOD all things are owned 
and controlled. The Hebrew word for God, 
ELOHIM is a triple compound word meaning 
STRENGTH and OATH of FAITHFULNESS and 
_ the plural form IM. Thus we should address our 
petitions to this organized group, God, when ma- 
terial things are desired. But believers should 
address JEHOVAH for spiritual blessings, for it is 
in that Character and capacity that these are 
granted. For it is through Jehovah that the 
Covenant of Grace is administered. While this 
Name is applied nearly always to Jesus Christ 
(Christ is a Title applicable to Jesus only) it is 
applied to the Father when He is actively engaged 
in the Plan of Salvation, Ps. 110:1. Let us there 
fore make an intelligent as well as holy and 
reverent use of His Names, Titles, and attributes. 
Let us not worship the Title, God for the Bible does 
not teach us to worship God, and Jesus teaches 
that the worship in Spirit and in Truth is to worship 
the Father Jn/ 4:23. And in seeking LIFE, we 
find it only in and through Jesus (Jehovah-Saviour) 
Jn. 20:31. And we baptize them into the Name 
of the FATHER, the Son Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit. The three Persons become one, not as 3 
unit, but as a unity in which each brings His whole 
Character, to complete Salvation. : 


— 


CALL FOR BIBLES 


Another interesting sidelight on New York's 
air-raid alarm was the report from Hotel Lincoln 


—8th Ave. and 44th St.—that the desk received 


—" calls for Bibles during the five-minute 
ert. 

One woman from Arkansas was told that there 
was a Bible in the room. “I know that,” she 
shouted, “but my husband is using it’’—which 
merits the comment that every person should have 
his own Bible as well as his toothbrush, comb and 
purse. 

And he should not wait until he is in an al 
raid to consult its pages. Read it, believe it, love 
it and live it now. 

A remarkable epitome of its story is the follow- 
ing verse: “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever 
lasting life.’”?’ (John 3:16.) 

What does it mean to you?—“‘Now.” 


Man 
A 
T 
: held 
Mor 
take 
to 
com 
are 
atte 
wo 
vale 
fe grat 
reco 
ples 
Rev 
dre 
4 whi 
thin 
miss 
thei 
| The 
. of t 
| relis 
itse 
me 
To 
in § 
Jan 
C 
com 
suc 
of t 
plac 
spec 
cele 
Nat 
nort 
thro 
helt 
f own 
of 
beli 
con 
in 
reac 
me 
teri: 
mun 
at 
spi 
| Chu 
on 
as 
Me 
yeal 
com 
mar 
in 
spi 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 19 


Mar. 1943 
Annual Meeting Of Southern 
Presbyterian Mission 
In Mexico 


The Southern Presbyterian Mission in Mexico 
held its regular annual meeting in Cuernavaca, 


Morelos, from the 20th to the 27th of January to | 


take stock of the work done in the past year and 
to make plans for the work during the year to 
come. All of the members of the Mission who 
are on the field at the present moment were in 
attendance with the exception of Miss Ivy Yea- 
worth who was in a hospital in Mexico City con- 
valescing from a serious illness. The Mission is 
grateful to God that she is now on the road to 
recovery. The members of the Mission were greatly 
pleased and encouraged by the coming of the 
Reverend John McClendon with his wife and chil- 
dren to take up work in Chilpancingo, Guerrero, 
while learning the language. 

As is often the case, the most encouraging 
things do not come from the direct work of the 
missionaries themselves. but from the fruit of 
their work borne by the national church itself. 
The following translation of a copy of the letter 
of the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Mo- 
relia, Michoacan, to his Presbytery speaks for 
itself. It is no wonder that it brought encourage- 
ment and joy to the Mexico Mission. 


Morelia, Michoacan, 
January 1948.. 
To the Presbvtery of the South 
in session at Tuzantla, Michoacan, 
Januarv 12th to the 18th, 1943. 

Considering it necessary toftake stens toward 
complete self-support. and having made known 
such an intention to the congregation, the Session 
of this church in its ordinary meeting which took 
place on December 28, 1942, decided to put on a 
special program on Sunday, January 3, 1943, to 


celebrate the Day of Economic Independence and — 
Nationalization, and to thank our bretheren to the 


north (the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.) 
through the Mission for their cooperation and 
help in the support of our church. 

We have taken this step not on account of our 
own sufficiency or because we spurn the subsidy 
of the Mission, but because we have come to 
believe that it is now time to do so, having 
confidence in the Most High in walking by faith 
in this respect. Also because by doing so we are 
reaching one of the goals of the Progressive Move- 


ment (the Five Year Plan of the National Presby- — 


terian Church of Mexico). 
It is with great pleasure that we send this com- 
munication to the Presbytery to which we belong, 


at the same time beseeching its moral and 


spiritual support in these decisive moments. 


(Signed) 
Fernando Padilla, Pastor. 


The Mexico Mission invites the prayers of our 
Church for God’s blessing on this important move 
on the part of the Presbyterian Church in Morelia, 


as well as on the Progressive Movement of the — 
Mexican Presbyterian Church as a whole, the first | 


year of which has just drawn to a close. The 
completion of this campaign of five years will 
mark the seventy-fifth year of Presbyterianism 
in Mexico. May God grant great advances in the 


spiritual life and growth of the Mexican Church. | 


- what is known as the pre-historic age, or 


In The Beginning God 
By Rev. E. H. Moseley” 

Were it possible for us to reverse the wheels of 
time and take a trip back to determine the first 
cause in all we see and know and feel, we would 
surely arrive at a common conclusion in it all, 
“In The Beginning God.” 

Should we be permitted to travel back through 
that time 
when no history was written by the pen of man, 
or that time when no man inhabited the earth, or 


when only animals and reptiles and fish and fowls 


lived in the world, and read their history as they 
have penned it with their feet and wings and 
beaks and bones on the pages of mud and stone, 
and note the first cause of their existence—taking 
them one by one—we will find them rendering a 


uniform verdict as to their origin, “In the begin- 


ning God.”’ 

Should we be permitted to travel on back 
through those vast periods of time when no animal 
in any form lived on the earth, when only the 
grass, the herbs, the trees and the flowers peopled 
the earth, and note the first cause of all these 
forms of vegetable life, we would again gather 
a uniform verdict as to their origin—‘“In the be- 


ginning God.’’ 


Should we keep moving back in our travels until 
we passed into that vast period of time when no 
form of life existed, either in the animal or 
vegetable kingdom, in all the earth, but only water 
and mud and sand and stone, we would find that 
in response to our query as to their origin, every 
drop of water, every particle of mud, every grain 
of sand and every tiny stone would open their lips 
and testify—‘“In the beginning God.” 

Should we push our travels still further back 
until we passed into those mysterious times when 
the earth was a nebula, only a thick cloud of flying 
mist, largely molten; yet, we would still find that 
every particle of mist would sing as it went flying 
through space—“In the beginning God.” 

Then, should we be furnished with wings that 
would enable us to quit this world altogether, and 
mount up to those shining orbs of light we see 
burning in the heaven, and could fly from world to 
world, and from star to star to gather the testimony 
they have to offer as to their origin, we would 
find their testimony quite simple and uniform, 
“In the beginning God.” 

The inspired author has only gathered up all 
the testimony of every bird, every fish, every 
animal, every flower, every sprig of grass, every 
flying insect, every drop of water, every grain of 
sand, and every shining star in this vast universe 
and condensed their testimony as to their origin 
into one simple, sublime statement when he writes: 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.”’ 

All things that we see and know and feel are 
explained in a single sentence—yes, in a single 
word—‘“God.” 

It is worthy of notice that the Scriptures 
nowhere undertake to prove the existence of God. 
The Bible wastes no time, nor words in proving 
self-evident truth. There.is but one kind of person 
who denies the existence of God: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, ‘There is no God’ ”. Psalm 14:1. 

It is said that these letters were written on a 
certain wall: ‘‘Godisnowhere.” <A _ scoffing un- 
believer passing by read them: “God is no where.” 
An innocent little maiden following behind read 
them: “God is now here.” o 

When the heart is right, God can be seen every- 
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where. It is no sign of superior intellect to doubt 
or deny self-evident truth. The Bible was written 
on the assumption that man is an _ intelligent 
creature, and that intelligence is not insulted by 
undertaking to prove a truth so evident as the 
existence of God. , 


- All Scripture, all law, all government, all duty, 
and all obligation, are predicted on the assumption 
that there is a God. There are 31,373 verses in 
the Bible. All but one of these verses are used 
to teach “what man is to believe concerning God, 
and. what duty God requires of man.” This one re- 
maining verse, and that the first verse, is reserved 
_ to introduce God to the human race. 

' In this first verse, the Holy Spirit simply lifts a 
curtain, that we may have an unobstructed view of 
the sublimest of all pictures. Through the portals 
of myriads of shining worlds, and blazing solar 
systems, we see in the distant background, God at 
work as the Creator of the material universe: “In 
the A ian oi God created the heaven and the 
earth.” 


- What better way could be chosen to introduce 
God? What more is needed to prove His existence? 
If at any time one is disposed to doubt the existence 
of Deity, let him go and stand before his picture 
the Holy Spirit has hung in the vestibule of divine 
revelation. Let him quietly and reverently look 
upon this scene until his soul is filled with the 
length and breadth and height and depth of its 
meaning, and he will surely be troubled with 
doubts no longer. 

The one great outstanding fact that confronts 
every man, everywhere and every way, is the 
fact of God. He may doubt that the world re- 
volves, the sun shines, the wind blows, but he 
cannot doubt the fact that there is a God. Man’s 
one great need is, not proof that there is a God, 
but a revelation of God. It is to meet this need the 
Bible is given to man. The Bible is the Book of 
God. It seeks to explain God. It unfolds the beauty 
and exellence and power and grace there is in the 
character of God. The manifold graces of God are 
spread before the eye in one grand panoramic 
view, and are shown shining against the dark back 
ground of sin, as the stars shine against the black- 
ness of the night. 

- A great philosopher is quoted as saying: “Man 
know thy self.” Would it not be much wiser to 
say: ““Man know thy God?” 

‘With his finite mind man cannot comprehend 
the infinite God any more than he can climb a 
sunbeam and take the sun from its place in the sky 
and set it on a table. Yet, through Jesus Christ it 
is possible for every one to know God. The Bible 
says: “This is life eternal to know God.” 

We now understand why it was necessary for 
Christ to come in the flesh. “And the Word (that 
is Christ) was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
John 1:14. | 

The Apostle Paul declared: Christ to be “the 
image of the invisible God.” Christ Himself said: 
“T and the Father are one.’ Again He says: “‘He 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.’”’ Again 
He Says: “No man cometh to the Father but by 
me. 

To know Christ, then, is to know God and to 
know God as He is revealed in Jesus Christ is to 
have life eternal. 

Salvation is found not in accepting an idea, or 
principle, or theory, or philosophy, or doctrine, or 
creed, or ceremony, or some form of baptism, or 


membership. in some organization, but only ip 
the full acceptance of a divine person and that 
person is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 
3:36. 

The greatest mistake any one can make is to re. 
ject Jesus Christ. The wisest thing any man can 
do is to accept Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour, 
To-day is the day of salvation. To-morrow is the 
day of judgment. : 


*Gainesville, Tex. 


Sunday School Extension 
By Rev. L. B. Gibbs* 
I believe in Sunday School Extension, both by 


trying to reach more effectively the people in 
communities where we have Sunday schools, and 


by the establishing of outpost Sunday schools, © 


because: 

1. We are called upon by our Assembly to par- 
ticipate in the United Religious Education Ad- 
vance. Here we are to try to increase our Sunday 
school enrollment and attendance, and we can 
do this only as we extend our reach in Sunday 
schools. | 

2. We have not reached the people effectively 


in the past, and we are not doing it now. Of the 


forty-six million people in the south, seventy- 
seven per cent are not enrolled in any Sunday 
school. We actually have less than one-fourth of 
the population enrolled in any kind of Sunday 
school. | 

3. If we are ever going to reach the people, we 
must go with the Gospel. to places where the peo- 
ple are. Too long we have sat down and waited 
for the people to come to us. Nobody can catch 
a fish until he goes where the fish are. 

4. More than ever it is true today that we must 
take the Gospel to people. The added stress and 


_ strain of war time makes the need greater. Ration- 
ing of gas and tires. not only makes it more 


difficult for some of those who’ have attended 
Sunday school to keep coming, but it also makes 
it more difficult for many others to go any- 
where else. This means that we will find them 
closer to their homes when we go to reach them. 

5. The salvation of the lost, as individuals, and 
the salvation of our nation depend upon our reach- 
ing many of the lost with the Gospel, and we can 
do this most effectively by teaching them the Bible 
in Sunday schools. Many law enforcement officers 
testify to the very great benefits in the matter 
of law observance coming from Sunday-school 
attendance. We cannot preserve our freedom and 
our existence as a nation simply by building a 
powerful military and naval force. The nation 
must be made up of sound characters, and these 
come from belief in the Word of God, and the 
practice of the teachings of that Word. : 
'6. If there were no other reason, I would be- 
lieve in Sunday School Extension because of the 


Great Commission, “Go ye into all the world and 


preach the gospel to every creature.” This is made 
more emphatic by the fact that our Lord himself 
went out into the highways and hedges and 
found lost men. We can do no better than to 
follow his example and obey his command. 


*Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Wood- 


stock, Va. 


Mar. 
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The Emperor Of Japan 
A Problem Peace Will Bring 


The Emperor of Japan is a problem that will 


iain up when the nations gather in Tokyo to 


make the terms of peace. All Japanese have been 
taught to look upon him as God. Just what he 
has been taught to think of himself, I do not 
know. He may be innocent of the idea himself, but 


the party in power uses this doctrine to move the. 


people to the most fanatical actions. Hence he be- 
comes a menace to the peace of the future. 
Emperor Hirohito is almost forty-five years old. 
Physically he is not very strong. He is nearsight- 
ed, and wears heavy glasses. He is the first ruler 
of Japan to have been abroad, having visited Eng- 
land and France. Those who know him say that 
he is inclined toward peace. He is said to have 


signed the alliance with Germany under protest. — 


The rumor was that the military party was con- 
templating removing him and placing his brother, 
Prince Chichibu on the throne. This prince is with 
the army. According to Japanese logic, the 
Emperor has his origin from heaven, but the 


Army seems to be able to move even heaven! 


The people have been taught that all power resides 
in the Emperor, but in reality the Emperor is a 
puppet, above the reach of the people and con- 
trolled by the party in power. 7 
This war with America is largely due to the 
present form of government. It is very evident 
that this system must be changed, or we may 
look for another war. The army is not under the 
civil government, as in America, but under power- 


_ ful military men, who have access to the Emperor 


directly without consulting the Prime Minister. In 
a word, it is a dual government. 

Some American leaders think that because the 
Emperor is a puppet, he could be continued as a 
puppet in a new form of government headed by 
liberals. However, the liberal element is not 
strong. There are a few men who have been 
concerned about the course of the nation as set 
by the military party, but they had very little 


deterrent power. Such liberals, if placed in power, 
should be well known. | 
The process of changing the ideas of the peo-. 
ple will be a long one, but must be undertaken. 
One of the first things the Japanese do as they 
take over territory in China is to change the 
primary school text books, in order to win the 
children over to a favorable attitude toward 
Japan. Hitler does this too. All the text books 
in Japan will have to be changed, so that the 
children will not be taught that the Emperor is a 
god. They must know that he is only human, like 
any other ruler. This teaching will take time. 


I was leaving Japan for a visit home. A po- 
liceman came up to see me. He asked me what my 
attitude was toward the ruler of the country. I 
told him that I respected the Emperor of Japan, 
as I respected the President of the United States. 
He then said, “Is that. all?” I told him that I was 
an American citizen, and that was all that I 
ro do. He was not very well pleased with my 
reply. | 
Another party in America believes that the 
Emperor should be removed, and the dynasty com- 
pletely changed. They think that this is the only 
way to make Japan a safe neighbor in the Pa- 
cific. The Japanese will have to learn under the 
strictest supervision that the Emperor is not a 
god, but earthly, and that they are not children 
of the gods. Only thus will they get over their 
superiority complex. They will have to learn that 
their decisions are not “immutable.”’ While they 
feel very superior, they also have an inferiority 
complex, for they know that much of what they 
have that is worth while came from the West and 
from China. We must learn that the Orientals 
are not a race of philosophers, but rather move 
by their emotional impulses. They ‘are not so 
difficult to understand, though we are often told 
that we cannot understand them. 

This problem of the Emperor of Japan should be 
considered well while the war is on, or in the haste 
to make peace we will leave something undone 
that will lead to another war on a larger scale. 

—Selected. 


Appropriate Books For 
Service Men 


Almost daily pastors in camp towns receive 


letters from anxious mothers and fathers some- 


thing like this one: “Earl is now located at Camp 
Claiborne. We are concerned about his spiritual 
life. While he was at home he was active in church 
activities, especially in the young pedple’s work. 
We have heard of so many young men losing in- 
terest in Christian service after they joined the 
Army. We shall appreciate it- if you will visit 
him and try- to enlist his interest in your church 
program. Please give us the names of some de- 
votional books adapted to men in the serviee as 
ae would like to send him one from time to 
ime, 


This is my usual answer to such parents: “It 


ls gratifying to see your interest in your son’s 
spiritual welfare. While this should naturally be 
expected from a parent, yet many overlook it or 
are indifferent to it. I want to suggest seven 
books for you to send your-son from time to 


First, send him the New Testament and Psalms 
prepared by Dr. Dan T. Caldwell and published 
by the Presbyterian Committee of Publication of 
Richmond, Va. This Testament contains not only 
the whole of the New Testament and the Psalms, 
but also a brief harmony of the gospels and some 
of the classic hymns of the Christian Church. Our 
committee sells it at cost, and it can be bought 
for only fifty cents. By all means see that. your 
son has this priceless gem in his possession. 


The second booklet I suggest is a devotional 
guide “On the Alert For Christ.” It has been 
prepared by Lieut. Col. Cecil H. Lang, one of our 
Presbyterian ministers and a chaplain in the 
U Army, and published by our Defense 
Service Council of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S., 410 Atlantic Life Bldg., Richmond, Va. 


Chaplain Lang has done a superb job in preparing 


this spiritual guide. It is the best thing outside 
of the New Testament that I have seen for sol- 
diers. It is solid in its message, attractive in its 
style, and appeals instantly to a service man. Our 
chaplains are high in praise of this booklet. It 
meets an urgent need. A copy of it can be had 
free if you. write to the Defense Service Council 


ly in 
that 
sting 
see 
John 
O re. 
can 
riour, 
s the 
by 
2 in 
and 
0ols, 
par- 
Ad- 
day 
can 
day 
ely 
the 
ty- 
day 
of 
we 
e0- 
ad 
ch 
st 
nd 
re 
ed 
es 
d 
h- 
le 
rs 
or 
0] 
d 
a 
n 
e 
e 


Page 22 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Mar. 1943 


office in Richmond, Va. 


The third piece of literature that I want to 
commend to you to send your son is a sermon 
from the gifted pen of Dr. Wm. C. Robinson, first 
published in The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
and now printed in tract form. The sermon is 
entitled “The Faith of a Soldier.’”’ This sermon is 
a masterpiece and will be of great help to any 
service man that reads it. One young man read 
it recently and when he finished it, said to me, 
“This is what we need. It is something we can 
stick our teeth into and hold on to.” You may 
get copies of this sermon by writing to The South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


The fourth suggestion is a large book, yet small 
enough to fit into a pocket of average size. It is 
entitled “‘At Ease!” by Dr. Raymond B. Drueker 
and published by Wm. B. Erdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. (Price, 75c). This book com- 
tains inspirational readings on timely themes and 
the author never once forgets that our young 


-Americans should be reminded of the adequacy 


and power of Jesus Christ in personal living. The 
author is an overseas veteran and knows what 


our young men are up against. This author knows 


Christ and His power to save. He knows young 
people and is experienced in pointing them to 
Christ as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 


A fifth helpful booklet is styled “A Good 
Soldier of The Lord Jesus Christ,” written by 
Dr. James Putt, and dist#ibuted by the Fulton 
Book Shop, Fulton, Ill. (Price, 50c). This little 
book ‘is an exposition of the sixth chapter of 
Ephesians and designed to meet the needs of 
Christian men engaged in the grim business of 
war. It will help every Christian boy who reads it, 
and should lead those who have never accepted 
Christ to do so. In the preface the author states 
his purpose in these words: ‘Should this book be 
the means, by the grace of God, to bolster sol- 
diers of the Cross while they are training and 
fighting for our country, and should it be the 
means to persuade soldiers of our country to en- 
list in. the Army of the Lord, I shall be more than 
grateful to God, the Author and Finisher Se our 
faith. To Him be the praise and glory forever.”’ 
This small volume will inspire and encourage any 
soldier to live a finer and cleaner Christian life. 


The sixth book planned for men in the armed 
service is “Strength For Service to God and Coun- 
try’’ published by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. (Price, 75c). These daily de- 
votional messages are edited by Chaplain’ Norman 
E. Nygaard and written by many Christian min- 


isters throughout the United States of all evan- 


gelical churches. The publishers add this necessary 
warning: “But let us make clear that neither this 
book nor any other should replace your own de- 
votions. Search the Scriptures for yourself. Make 
your own prayers. Talk with God in your own 
way.” Although this volume is not as uniformly 
evangelical as the others mentioned above, it is 
a useful book to illuminate many dark spots in 
our young men’s lives. , 


The last booklet I shall call to your attention is 
“How Much Do You Know About Alcohol?” by 
Thomas R. Carskadon, and published by Associa- 
tion Press, 347 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y: 
(Price 5 cents—100 copies, $3.00). This is a 
thirty-one page booklet summarizing the recent 
scientific findings on the effects of drinking in- 
toxicating beverages. This booklet answers all the 
urgent questions about the use of alcohol with 


science—not with commercialized propaganda. The 
author has the ability to popularize material of a 
scientific and technical nature and thereby makes 
available to the public invaluable data which would 
otherwise rest in professional journals. Putting 
this pamphlet into the hand of a young man will 
put him on his guard against the temptation to 
drink. 

The days of the men in the service are go 
crowded that they do not have much time to read 
widely, but they do have sufficient time to main- 
tain their devotional living and any of these 
books will be of tremendous value to this end. 

—John R. Richardson. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Evangelical Action 
No Author Or Editor Given 


Published by United Action Press, Boston, Mass., 


and printed by the Kingsport Press, Inc., Kings- 
port, Tenn. 1942. ix. 160 pp. 


This book was prepared by the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals for Action, and was com- 
piled and edited by the Executive Committee. It 
tells of the projection of the plan of a group 
of fundamentalists to organize conservative 
Protestantism. Following a ‘‘roundtable” meeting 
in the fall of 1941 in Chicago, the National Con- 
ference for United Action Among Evangelicals 
convened April 7, 1942 in St. Louis. Among those 
present were the Presidents of Moody Bible Insti- 


tute and Wheaton College and representatives of 


the American Council of Christian Churches, com- 
posed of the Bible Presbyterian Church and the 
Bible Protestant Church. These representatives 
unsuccessfully sought a merger plan and with- 
drew. 

Addresses delivered set forth some of _ the 
dangers confronting. evangelical Christianity today, 
such as the rising power of Romanism, the alleged 
monopoly of the radio by the Federal Council of 


Churches, secularism, Government regimentation, — 
etc. and pled for organization and united action. 


Unity and fairness were urged and especially that 
there be as little antagonism of other organi- 
zations as possible. © 


Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, a former Presbyterian,-— 


pastor of the Park Street Congregational Church, 
Boston, was elected President. An Executive Sec- 
retary with a central office in Boston was ap- 
proved. The Constitution and Doctrinal Statement 
place Christ at the center of the movement. Mem- 
bership is by groups and may be obtained by 
subscribing to the doctrinal standards. Some of 
the policies relate to Government, Radio, Public 
Relations, Evangelism, Church and State, Home 
and Foreign Missions, and Christian Education. 
Regional areas were fixed. 

While the organization is not intended to be 
antagonistic to the Federal Council of Churches, 
there is little doubt that it is to serve a similar 
purpose for fundamentalist organizations of 
America. One is also impressed by the fact that 
though nothing is said of pre-millenialism in the 
addresses or in the Constitution that many of the 
members listed in the books are premillenialists. 
Among the number are several members of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 3 

—Harold J. Dudley. 
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Out Of The Blitz 


By P. G. S. Hopwood 


Published By Fleming H Revell Co. 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.00. 


This English preacher begins with a note of | 


confession that is good for the soul. He writes: 
“We closed our eyes to the Japanese aggression 
in Manchuria and boasted something about not 
losing one ship or one British sailor where our 
own interests were not menaced. We fooled about 
with the Italian challenge in Abyssinia. Under 
the farce of non-intervention in Spain we en- 
couraged the illegal rebellion against the duly 
constituted Government in Spain to get on with 
the job and finish it quickly. We purchased peace 
—only temporary it turned out—by sacrificing 
the freedom of Czechoslovakia.’”’ Having made 
this confession he makes this significant state- 
ment: “‘But now we are done with all this shady, 
political morality and are standing true to the 
cause Of humanity. We are wiping out our for- 
mer shortsightedness and error in the blood and 
tears of our people.’’ Only time will tell how true 
this statement is, but we can believe it is free 
from Pharisaism since it was preceded by an 
humble confession of past guilt. 3 

It is gratifying to learn from this London min- 
ister that Britain is ashamed of her past and is 
planning for a post-war world that is superior to 
the pre-war world. The author exclaims: ‘“‘Heaven 
forbid that we return to democracy as we knew 
it before the war, we are in the front line for a 
newer and truer democracy that will embody the 
welfare of all, irrespective of rank, wealth, priv- 
lege, the old school tie snobbery, and all the 
insignia of our class-ridden society!’’ The facts 
in this book should disarm the critics of Anglo- 
American co-operation when they assert that this 
war 1s waged to protect British imperialistic in- 
terests. 

_This book closes with a splendid chapter en- 
titled “Finest Hour.” After glimpsing what the 
future holds as well as the challenge of the pre- 
sent hour the author concludes that the manifes- 
tations of so many evils are but tragic symptoms 
of the terrible disease of sin within the hearts of 
men. He then adds: “That disease demands a rad- 
ical cure ... Where is the healing to be found, 
and whence cometh the power of preven- 
tion? . .. The answer is the Cross of Calvary 


on which the Saviour of men overthrew for eter-_ 


nity the Gates of Hell. That Cross summons men 
to complete the overthrow for the world in the 
power of Him who, as the Sun of Righteousness, 
rises with healing in His wings.” 

The author of the book has rendered a fine ser- 


vice to the Christian Church: in giving us this pene- | 


trating analysis of contemporary Christianity. It 
will be a source of inspiration to every thought- 
ful reader. —John R. Richardson. 


The Complete Sayings Of Jesus 
Published By John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price $1.00. (Cloth Binding). : 


Although genuine evangelical Christians believe 
that all the truths revealed in the. Bible are 
equally authoritative, since all alike were written 
by holy men “as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost,” yet all are not equally “profitable” or 
equally important. The words of Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, have a unique place in this 


- Unique book we call the Bible. His Words possess 


and communicate life as no other words ever 
spoken or written. The writer of one of our hymns 
had this idea in mind when he wrote “Sing them 
pal and over again to me, Wonderful Words of 
ife. 
The publishers, realizing the supreme excellence 
of the Words of Christ, have compiled the com- 


- plete sayings of Christ into a little book that can 


be carried in the pocket and read at odd moments 
as well as stated periods. There are no comments 


‘on His sayings, the words are left to carry their 


own message to the individual reader. During 
these hard days through which we are passing 
this attractive little book should be in the pocket 
of every man. The reading of it will not only be 


a delight, but also a source of strength and com- 


fort. All who read it with the assistance of God’s 
Holy Spirit will dream dreams, see visions, and 
hear music more beautiful than ever experienced 
on land or sea. —John R. Richardson. 


The School Of God 


By Peggy Ardogast 
Published By Wm. B. Erdmans Publishing. Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 

The theme of this. delightful, inspiring book 
“The School of God” is summed up by Ruth 
Arnold as she quotes to her husband on their 


wedding day: 


‘‘We are schoolmates in the School of God, 
With ‘many lessons to learn. ; 
Each one is planned by Him Above 
And sent to us in turn.” 


She carries out this theme as she finds strength 
and grace sufficient to meet each seemingly in- 
surmountable test that her Saviour prepares for 
her. Abruptly forced to leave her happy carefree 
life at Bible Institute through her father’s financial 
reverses, Ruth is given her first conception of the 
School of God by the kindly Dean of the- Institute. 
Later she hears of it again from a dear neighbor 
and her pastor, a young man who had graduated 
from the Bible Institute several years before. 
Strengthened by these two and her daily “trysts” 
with God, Ruth is able to face the problems of 
a drunkard father, an unbelieving family, a church 
gossip and many other trials that beset her path. 

The exciting incidents in this Christian novel 
are so vividly portrayed that never once does the 
reader’s attention wander or is he willing to put 
the book down unfinished. The author has drawn 
her characters with such skill that one feels he 
has acquired new friends in the personalities de- 
scribed in this book. For these new friends, for 
new thoughts applicable to all lives, and for its 
inspiration you will value every minute spent 
reading “The School of God.” 

7 —Mrs. Julian R. Alford. 


Red Clay To Mould 


By Virginia Louise Newton 
Published By McGregor Co. Athens, Ga. 

| 138 Pages. Price $2.00. 

Taking her text from Jeremiah’s visit to the 
potter’s house, Miss Newton has placed the citi- 
zens of Athens, the alumni of its university and 
every lover of beauty in the every day events of 
life, under a debt of gratitude to her by this volume 
of verse. She sees her fair city risen from the 
red clay of North Georgia, she sees the student 
life cast into the potter’s hand, she sees the 
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